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11:00 AM 

A G E N D A 
 

  I.  Pledge of Allegiance 
   II.  Roll Call 
   III.  Consideration of Minutes  

A. >July 10, 2018  Minutes 
   IV.  Public Relations Activities 

A.  Submitted Articles 
i. >ND Water September 
ii. >ND Water October 
iii. >ND Water November 
iv. >ND Water December 
v. >ND Water January 

B. Submitted News Releases 
i. >1-14-19: Garrison Diversion and LAWA Representatives 

Present Red River Valley Water Supply Project Funding 
Requests of SB 2020  

ii. >12-28-18: Lake Agassiz Water Authority Holds Election 
iii. >11-6-18: Red River Valley Water Supply Project Among Top 

100 Strategic Infrastructure Projects 
iv. >9-11-18: Central North Dakota Water Supply Project 

Receives Nod from Bureau of Reclamation 
v. >September 2018 Recreation News Releases 
vi. >8-24-18: Reisenauer Joins Garrison Diversion Staff 

C. News Articles  
i. 1-6-19 – Grand Forks Herald - Red River Valley Water Supply 

leaders still hoping for more project funding 
ii. 1-2-19 Valley City Times Record – LAWA Elections 
iii. 12-17-18 – Fargo Forum East-central ND community may 

back out of water pipeline project 
iv. 11-5-18 Foster County Independent and 10-29-18 New 

Rockford Transcript – Garrison Diversion awards $145,942 in 
matching grants 

v. 9-26-18 Prairie Public News – Water Topics Overview 
Committee 

vi. 9-12-18 Valley City Times Record – Central ND Receives 
FONSI 
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vii. 9-3-18 Foster County Independent – Reisenauer new at 
Garrison Diversion 

viii. 8-17-18 Bismarck Tribune – Legacy Fund could be a target 
ix. 8-4-18 Harvey Herald Press – BOR proposes water for 

Central ND Water Supply Project 
x. 8-2-18 Bismarck Tribune – McClusky Canal Water sought for 

municipal, industrial purposes 
xi. 8-1-18 Minot Daily News – First Garrison Diversion MR&I 

water contract proposed  
xii. 7-18-18 Jamestown Sun – State Water Commission 

discusses plans in city 
D. RRVWSP Newsletter 

i. >2018 3rd Quarter 
ii. >2018 4th Quarter 
iii. >Newsletter Analytics 

E. Website Analytics 
i. >Garrison Diversion 
ii. >Red River Valley Water Supply Project 
iii. >Lake Agassiz Water Authority 

F. Meetings & Conferences 
i. Rural Water Expo – February 12-14, Bismarck 
ii. GDCD/LAWA/SWC Joint Legislative Social – February 14 
iii. GDCD Water Conference – October 16, Fargo 

   V.  >Public Relations Work Plan 
  VI.  >*2019 Communications Plan Task Order – Andrea Boe, AE2S 

Communications 
VII Other Business 
  

   

2

2



 
 

18-07 
 

 GARRISON DIVERSION CONSERVANCY DISTRICT 
 
 PUBLIC RELATIONS COMMITTEE 
 

Grand Williston Hotel 
Williston, North Dakota 

July 10, 2018 
 
 
A meeting of the Public Relations Committee of the Garrison Diversion Conservancy District was 
held on July 10, 2018, at the Grand Williston Hotel, Williston, North Dakota. The meeting was 
called to order by Chairman Marquart at 5 p.m.  

 
DIRECTORS PRESENT 
 
Board Chairman Ken Royse 
Committee Chairman Nancy Marquart 
Director Ward Koeser 
Director Kenny Rogers 
Secretary Kimberly Cook 
 
DIRECTORS ABSENT  
 
Director Nikki Boote 
 
OTHERS PRESENT 
 
Garrison Diversion staff and others were present. The registration sheet is attached to these 
minutes as Annex I.  
 
The meeting was recorded to assist with compilation of the minutes.  
 
READING OF THE MINUTES  
 
Motion by Director Koeser to dispense with a reading of the April 5, 2018, Public 
Relations Committee minutes and approve them as distributed.  Second by Director 
Rogers.  Upon voice vote, motion carried. 
 
PUBLIC RELATIONS ACTIVITIES 
 
Submitted Articles - - Kimberly Cook, Secretary, referred to and reviewed copies of articles 
submitted to the ND Water magazine on behalf of Garrison Diversion. 
 
News Articles - - Ms. Cook referred to copies of news articles which ran in state and local 
newspapers relating to Garrison Diversion. 
 
Chairman Marquart asked if a clipping service was ever checked into. 
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Duane DeKrey, General Manager, Garrison Diversion, said he has looked into this and it was 
rather expensive plus the topics are not narrowed down specifically to our needs. He has not 
found anything that fits Garrison Diversion but will continue the search.  
 
News Releases - - Ms. Cook also referred to and reviewed news releases prepared by Garrison 
Diversion and submitted to local and daily newspapers relating to Garrison Diversion and the 
Red River Valley Water Supply Project (RRVWSP). 
 
RRVWSP Quarterly Newsletter - - Ms. Cook referred to and reviewed the second quarter 
RRVWSP newsletter, as well as the newsletter analytics.  
 
Meetings and Conferences - - Ms. Cook reviewed a list of upcoming conferences she will be 
attending with the Garrison Diversion and Lake Agassiz Water Authority (LAWA) booths.  
 
2018 COMMUNICATIONS PLAN TASK ORDER 
  
Ms. Cook referred to the 2018 Communications Plan Task Order, which is for the execution of 
communication, public education and engagement included in the strategic communications 
plan. The cost of the task order is $51,732. 
 
Motion by Director Rogers to approve the 2018 Communications Plan Task Order in the 
amount of $51,372. Second by Director Koeser. Upon roll call vote, the following directors 
voted aye: Koeser, Marquart, Rogers and Royse. Those voting nay:  none. Absent and not 
voting: Boote. Motion carried.  
 
Ms. Cook also referred to and reviewed the Garrison Diversion and RRVWSP Status Update 
showing communication projects from January 2018 until the present.  
 
GDCD WEBSITE  
 
Ms. Cook provided a demonstration of the new Garrison Diversion website that recently went 
live.   
 
OTHER  
 
Economic Development ND Conference - - Ms. Cook reported on the Economic Development 
conference she attended in Jamestown on June 20 and 21.  
 
There being no further business to come before the committee, the meeting was adjourned at   
5:35 p.m. 
 
 
  
(SEAL) 
 
 
 
                                                                        
Nancy Marquart, Chairman     Kimberly Cook, Secretary 
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Feature  |  GDCD News

By Kimberly Cook

T   The 15th Annual Top O’ The Day Tee-Off brought 
old friends and new friends alike together at the 
CrossRoads Golf Course in Carrington, once again 
to honor water giants Russell Dushinske and Warren 
Jamison through the golf scramble hosted by the 
Garrison Diversion Conservancy District (Garrison 
Diversion) and the North Dakota Water Education 
Foundation.

   Proceeds from the scramble benefit the 
Dushinske & Jamison Water Resources Scholarship 
Endowment in memory of the men and their 
distinguished service, dedicated leadership and 
lifelong devotion to water development in North 
Dakota. In the past, two $1,500 scholarships have 
been awarded to students attending a North Dakota 
college or university and whose families have taken 
an active role in state water resource management. 
That scholarship has now been increased to four 
recipients each year, a testament to the generosity 
and dedication of participants and sponsors.

   The 18-hole golf course came alive at 1 p.m. when 
132 players on 33 teams teed off, each contending 

for top finishes and prizes on many of the holes. 
Generous sponsors filled the course with contests 
and promotional items. Golfers wrapped up their 
day with dinner and an awards ceremony held at 
the CrossRoads clubhouse, recognizing the 1st, 3rd 
and 15th place teams, as well as winners of contests 
featured at many of the holes. A score of 58 was the 
tournament best, sending teammates Kelly and Bill 
Trautmann, Steve Harrington and Jim Macdonald 
home with 1st place prizes.

  “Many thanks are extended to the tournament 
contestants, generous sponsors and the workers who 
continue to support the Dushinske & Jamison Water 
Resources Scholarship fund,” says Diane Jamison-
Richards. “Increasing the number of scholarships given 
to students is also incredible. It means a lot to so 
many!”

For more information on the Dushinske & Jamison 
Water Resources Scholarship, contact the North 
Dakota Water Education Foundation at editor@
ndwater.net.

15th Annual Golf Scramble

Top O’ The Day

TEE-OFF

North Dakota WATER     September 2018 25
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Contest Winners
Contests were held on several holes, providing additional competition for 

participants! Those winners are as follows:
•  Shortest Drive (men) – Randy Walsh

•  Longest Drive (sponsored by Ameriprise Financial) – Ryan Marchus
•  Longest Drive (women) – Elaine Edlund

•  Longest Drive (men) – Michael Matske
•  Closest to Pin – Brock Simonson

•  Shortest Drive (women) – Colleen Blake
•  Longest Putt – Chad Hoornaert

 Generous Sponsors

• AE2S (Advanced Engineering
 and Environmental Services)
• AMERICAN Pipe
• Ameriprise Financial
• Bessette Motors
• Black & Veatch
• Bremer Bank

• Central Agency
• Central City Lumber
• Dakota Central
• Dakota Growers Pasta
• Farm Credit Services
• Foster County Independent

• HDR 
• Moore Engineering
• ND Irrigation Association
• ND Rural Water Systems Association
• Southwest Water Authority
• David and Connie Sprynczynatyk
• Vogel Law Firm

These sponsors aided in the success of the scramble:

26 North Dakota WATER     September 2018
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1st Place 
Winners
with a score of 58:
Kelly and Bill Trautmann,
Steve Harrington, Jim Macdonald

3rd Place 
Winners
with a score of 59:
Mike and Steve Dora, Mike Matske, 
Parker Herring

15th Place 
Winners
with a score of 64:
Keith and Quinton Dammen,
Nick Berglund, Dustin Sackenreuter

North Dakota WATER     September 2018 27
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Feature  |  GDCD News

T
By Kimberly Cook

2018 Developments
A total of 7,241 acres were irrigated through the 

McClusky Canal Irrigation Project in 2018, putting water on 
various crops such as corn, beans, potatoes, alfalfa, and sod. 
A growth in irrigation of 1,840 acres over the 2017 growing 
season was due to the construction of new irrigation projects 
and the transfer of water service contracts from the Bureau 
of Reclamation (Reclamation) to Garrison Diversion.

The expansion of the McClusky Canal Irrigation Project 
comes at the hands of Garrison Diversion and demonstrates 
their investment in irrigation development and enhancement 
in North Dakota. The Mile Marker (MM) 42L Irrigation 
Project is the newest project along the canal, having just been 
completed late this summer. The irrigation project utilizes 
three 150 horsepower (hp) pumps to deliver water to 1,400 
acres under an anticipated 15 pivots.

Just across the canal, the early phases of construction 
began on the MM 42R project in the fall of 2017 and 
wrapped up at the beginning of the 2018 growing season. 
The project brings on an additional 75 acres of irrigation 
from the McClusky Canal and had an alfalfa crop under the 
pivot this year.

While the irrigation project at MM 15, just southeast of 
Turtle Lake, was completed in July 2017, an additional 100 
hp pump came online in 2018, allowing for the addition 
of approximately 200 acres. The floating pump is placed 
directly in the McClusky Canal and joins an existing 125 
hp pump, irrigating 540 total acres in the MM 15 irrigation 
project.

A smaller addition of 65 acres comes at MM 10, near the 
beginning of the McClusky Canal where the irrigator was 
able to expand and added a second pivot in 2018 for a total 
of 200 irrigated acres.

“We’ve had multiple successful accomplishments with 

McClusky Canal 
Irrigation Project 
Continues to Grow

The Garrison Diversion Conservancy District 
(Garrison Diversion) set sights on bringing renewed 
life to the McClusky Canal through the McClusky 
Canal Irrigation Project nearly 10 years ago, and 
since its beginning, the project has continued to grow, 
successfully utilizing Missouri River water from the 
McClusky Canal, an original feature of the Garrison 
Diversion Unit Project, in addition to bringing 
tremendous benefits to participating farmers.

McClusky Canal Irrigation Project
The Dakota Water Resources Act of 2000 authorizes 

51,700 acres of irrigation from the McClusky Canal, a 
74-mile-long canal designed to carry 1,950 cfs (cubic 
feet per second) of water for the irrigation of up to 
250,000 acres, as well as to provide water for municipal 
and rural water systems. In an effort to utilize the 
authorized acres along the McClusky Canal, Garrison 
Diversion has been working with producers since 2010 
to expand irrigation development through the McClusky 
Canal Irrigation Project. Multiple projects have been 
completed, and to date, there are approximately 7,200 
developed irrigated acres in the McClusky Canal 
Irrigation Project, with additional projects in the works 
for the immediate future.

Garrison Diversion provides upfront investment for 
projects to determine irrigable soils, facility design 
and the bidding process. The North Dakota State Water 
Commission provides a one-time cost-share of up to 50 
percent for off-farm irrigation infrastructure, such as 
canal intakes and transmission lines. The irrigator is then 
responsible for the other 50 percent of the Central Supply 
Works and 100 percent of the on-farm items, such as 
pivots, power for pivots and distribution lines to pivots.

North Dakota WATER     October 2018 25
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local producers as we’ve worked together developing the 
McClusky Canal Irrigation Project,” says Ryan Anderson, 
Garrison Diversion engineer. “As we see ongoing interest in 
irrigation development up and down the canal, we hope to 
continue developing additional irrigation projects to benefit 
even more producers.”

New Water Service Contracts
In addition to the newly developed projects along the 

canal, Garrison Diversion acquired multiple water service 
contracts held by Reclamation for other existing irrigation 
developments along the McClusky Canal. The acquisition 
is beneficial for all parties, as Reclamation only works with 
Garrison Diversion when dealing with contracts, rather than 
multiple irrigators. In return, the irrigator benefits from 

more stability in their water service, as Garrison Diversion 
and Reclamation hold a long-term irrigation water service 
contract to guarantee the water supply necessary to provide 
irrigation waters to farmers near the McClusky Canal.

Irrigation Provides Positive 
Economic Impacts

Irrigation is economically beneficial to farm operations 
and also provides extensive economic benefits to North 
Dakota, as determined in a study performed by North 
Dakota State University (NDSU) in 2014. NDSU studied the 
regional economic effects of irrigation along the McClusky 
Canal and found that continued irrigation investment along 
the McClusky Canal will generate one-time and long-term 
economic benefits for the state of North Dakota.

2018 Water Service Contracts Map

0    1    2           4           6           8
Miles

Left: Pipe installation at the 
MM 42L irrigation project

Right: Two floating pumps 
service the MM 15 irrigation 
project

26 North Dakota WATER     October 2018
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Based on irrigated corn-on-corn rotation at $4 per 
bushel and 160 bushels per acre yield, the NDSU study 
determined the development of 400 center pivots in 
the authorized area along the McClusky Canal will 
generate a one-time economic benefit of $82 million 
statewide, increase crop sales in North Dakota by $18.4 
million annually once fully developed, and return an 
economic impact of $30 million annually after irrigation 
development is complete.

“The continued expansion of irrigation from the McClusky 
Canal is a testament to our dedication to agriculture in North 
Dakota,” says Duane DeKrey, Garrison Diversion general 
manager. “We are proud to be working with producers in 
the area to make it financially feasible to invest in irrigation 
systems near the McClusky Canal.”

   For more information on the McClusky Canal Irrigation 
Project, contact Ryan Anderson with Garrison Diversion at 
800-532-0074 or ryana@gdcd.org.

The continued expansion of irrigation
from the McClusky Canal is a testament to

our dedication to
agriculture in North Dakota.

– Duane DeKrey, Garrison Diversion General Manager

Right: Control center for the 
MM 42R irrigation project

North Dakota WATER     October 2018 27
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T
By Kimberly Cook

RRVWSP Preliminary Design 
Completed

The Red River Valley Water Supply Project’s (RRVWSP) 
engineering team recently passed a major milestone – the 
preliminary design of RRVWSP is complete. “The completion 
of the preliminary design is a critical step for Garrison 
Diversion and Lake Agassiz Water Authority as the co-
sponsors of 
the RRVWSP. 
This marks the 
completion 
of a number 
of mission-
critical tasks, 
including 
identifying 
the project 
demands and 
design flow, 
finalization 
of the 
pipeline 
alignment 
– both 
horizontal 
and 
vertical, 

Stay Connected
to the Red River Valley 
Water Supply Project

The Red River Valley Water Supply Project 
(RRVWSP) is a plan to safeguard water for North 
Dakota communities and rural water systems in times 
of drought by delivering water from the Missouri River 
to central and eastern North Dakota through a buried 
pipeline. Upon its completion, RRVWSP will benefit 
about half of North Dakota’s population by providing 
a supplemental water supply during droughts and will 
also provide opportunities for industrial development. 
RRVWSP is needed to mitigate against drought 
conditions that would cause costly shortages, foster 
economic development by meeting municipal, rural and 
industrial water demands, and promote environmental 
stability.

The state lead for RRVWSP is the Garrison 
Diversion Conservancy District (Garrison Diversion), 
while the Lake Agassiz Water Authority (LAWA) 
represents the local users in the project. Together, the 
two organizations are continuing the forward progress 
on RRVWSP and work together to keep you informed. 
A quarterly newsletter is distributed to keep interested 
parties up-to-date on the latest project advancements. 
See the latest articles from the third quarter newsletter 
and sign up to receive future newsletters at www.
rrvwsp.com. You can also follow the project on 
Facebook and Twitter; just search Red River Valley 
Water Supply Project or @RRVWSP. 

North Dakota WATER     November 2018 25
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and securing land access,” explains Kip Kovar, deputy 
program manager for RRVWSP engineering.  

In addition to meeting the requirements laid out in the 
legislation for the current biennium, the completion of 
the preliminary design means the systems and logistical 
tools that are necessary to manage construction on a water 
project of this magnitude are ready to be implemented.  

Completion of the preliminary design also allows for 
the updated overall project costs to be used in financial 
models. There are 35 communities and water systems 
involved with the development phase of RRVWSP.

“Completing the preliminary design and all of the 
progress associated with its completion are absolutely the 
key to the Red River Valley Water Supply’s stakeholders 
being well positioned to successfully engage with the 
North Dakota Legislature in the upcoming session. We 
need to secure the financial mechanisms and commitments 
that will enable construction to begin and the project to 
become a reality within a reasonable timeframe,” says 

Duane DeKrey, Garrison Diversion general manager. 
The next steps for RRVWSP include finalizing the 

financial plan, acquiring easements and completing the 
final designs of the pipeline, discharge structure and 
intake. 

Garrison Diversion Focuses on 
Positive Landowner Relations

Since the preliminary design of the Red River Valley 
Water Supply Project (RRVWSP) is now complete, right-
of-way acquisition will soon begin on segments of the 
project. “All affected landowners will be compensated 
for the use of their land. It’s important to remember that 
since this is buried infrastructure, farmers will be able to 
continue using the land prior to and after construction is 
completed,” says Kip Kovar, deputy program manager for 
RRVWSP engineering. 

Red River Valley Water Supply Project

0    1    2           4           6           8
Miles
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Landowners along a 28-mile portion of the project’s 
pipeline that will be constructed first will receive packets 
of information from Garrison Diversion Conservancy 
District (Garrison Diversion), a sponsoring agency 
of the state of North Dakota authorized project. “We 
already have existing option agreements with many of 
the landowners we’ll be reaching out to or have already 
contacted. In some cases, this will be the first time 
we’re reaching out to discuss the option to purchase a 
permanent easement for a 150-foot wide corridor across 
a property,” says Kovar. 

Each landowner packet will contain the following 
materials: 

Meet Merri Mooridian
forward. In fact, 
35 communities 
and rural 
water systems 
in central 
and eastern 
North Dakota 
committed to 
the development 
of the project,” 
says Merri. “My 
current focus 
is developing a 
solid financial 
model that 
will allow 
communities 
and rural water 
systems to participate in the Red River Valley Water 
Supply Project. This project is unique because it 
is supplemental water, not a replacement. Each 
water system will continue to operate and maintain 
existing facilities, and this project will be an 
additional cost for each water system.”

When she’s not diligently working on Garrison 
Diversion and RRVWSP initiatives, Merri says one of 
her passions is traveling and exploring new places. 
Fitting for a person who has devoted much of her 
career to water, Merri also loves summers at the 
lake where she spends time with family and friends, 
as well as water skiing. Merri and her husband, Jeff, 
have been married for 29 years. The couple has two 
grown children, Mike and Chelsi. 

• Letter identifying the tract of land
• RRVWSP map with project information
• Garrison Diversion Conservancy District overview
• Agreement to be signed with a return envelope
• Crop damage payment policy
Garrison Diversion will manage the easement process with 

the help of land agents from KLJ, who will be making further 
contact with landowners to discuss easement requests and 
compensation after the initial information packets go out.  

“We want to provide as much information to landowners as 
possible to help them understand the process and be assured 
that we will return their land to its original condition after 
construction is complete,” says Kovar.  

WWork keeps Merri Mooridian very busy 
these days. Since the Red River Valley Water 
Supply Project (RRVWSP) took off, she has split 
her time as the administrative officer of the 
Garrison Diversion Conservancy District (Garrison 
Diversion) and deputy program manager of 
RRVWSP administration. In her RRVWSP role, 
Merri oversees the administrative, legal, financial, 
and communication considerations of the project, 
while coordinating those efforts with RRVWSP 
engineering and land management activities. She 
celebrated her 15-year anniversary with Garrison 
Diversion this year, where she started as the 
assistant communications director.

Due the size of RRVWSP, it’s no surprise that 
much of her time is now spent focused on the 
project. When she talks about it, you can tell Merri 
is passionate about creating a successful project 
that will help protect communities and water 
systems from the effects of future droughts.

“A long-term drought would be devastating to 
central and eastern North Dakota. Many people 
don’t realize a 1930s style drought is expected to 
occur again by 2050. We can avert this crisis with 
the Red River Valley Water Supply Project. Just 
last year, western North Dakota experienced an 
extreme drought. A long-term drought in the Red 
River Valley would have an estimated economic 
impact of $25 billion – the entire state would be 
impacted by that,” she says. 

“The need for this project has been known for 
decades. After many setbacks, the project now has 
broad support across the state and is progressing 
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O
By Kimberly Cook

soil in northwestern North Dakota was not suitable for 
irrigation, according to federal irrigation standards. As a 
result, the Bureau of Reclamation revised the diversion 
plan, proposing instead to take water from the Garrison 
Dam and reservoir to irrigate other lands to the east, and 
thus became known as “Garrison Diversion.” In 1965, 
federal legislation called for the construction of the 
Garrison Diversion Unit Principal Supply Works, which 
includes the McClusky Canal, New Rockford Canal and 
Oakes Test Area. Congress later halted the project, and 
legislation has been reformulated multiple times through 
the 1986 Reformulation Act and the Dakota Water 
Resources Act of 2000.

In order to establish, construct, develop, maintain, 
and operate the GDU and all its parts, the N.D. 
legislature created the Garrison Diversion Conservancy 
District (Garrison Diversion) in 1955. North Dakota 
Century Code (N.D.C.C. § 61-24) directs Garrison 
Diversion to: 

Oftentimes when the topic of “Garrison Diversion” is 
brought up among North Dakotans, the Garrison Diversion 
Conservancy District (Garrison Diversion) is confused 
with the Garrison Diversion Unit (GDU) Project. Simply 
put, Garrison Diversion is the local agency responsible for 
the implementation of a federal project, whose scope was 
greatly revised over many years. Read on to learn how 
Garrison Diversion is committed to improving the quality 
of life for the citizens of North Dakota! 

GARRISON DIVERSION UNIT PROJECT
The GDU Project is the result of a federal plan with 

roots in the Flood Control Act of 1944 (later renamed the 
Pick-Sloan Missouri Basin Program), which constructed 
multiple dams on the Missouri River for the purpose of 
flood control, navigation, irrigation, and hydropower. To 
compensate North Dakota for flooding prime farmland as 
a result of the dams, the state was promised over a million 
acres of irrigation; however, further studies indicated the 

Garrison Diversion 
Conservancy District
COMMITTED to North Dakota

North Dakota WATER     December 2018 25
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• Promote the establishment, construction, 
development, maintenance, and operation of the 
Garrison Diversion Unit, or any part thereof.

• To make available…waters diverted from the 
Missouri River for irrigation, domestic, municipal, 
and industrial needs, and for hydroelectric power, 
recreation, fish, wildlife, and other beneficial and 
public uses.

• To study and provide for the water needs of 
eastern North Dakota communities and water 
districts and western Minnesota communities 
through a Red River Valley Water Supply Project.

Garrison Diversion consists of 28 counties with each 
county supporting Garrison Diversion’s operations by 
issuing a one-mill levy and electing a citizen to serve a 
four-year term on its board of directors. The mission of 
Garrison Diversion today is to “provide a reliable, high 
quality and affordable water supply to benefit the people 
of North Dakota.” Our focus goes beyond a dependable 
drinking water supply. We also aim to provide opportunities 
for agriculture, recreation and development of our natural 
resources. 

AGRICULTURE AND NATURAL RESOURCES
The promised irrigation projects in the original GDU 

Project did not materialize; however, the potential that 
irrigation holds for building a healthier North Dakota 
remains as strong as ever. Garrison Diversion works 
to develop and enhance irrigation in North Dakota by 
investing in agriculture initiatives through partnerships with 
the North Dakota Irrigation Association and North Dakota 
State University Extension.

The McClusky Canal, an original feature of the GDU, 
has become a valuable resource to farmers looking 
to develop irrigation on their farmland. To help guide 
irrigation expansion efforts along the McClusky Canal, 
Garrison Diversion developed an Irrigation Master Plan. 
Since 2010, developing the McClusky Canal Irrigation 
Project has been a vast undertaking. In recent years, 
multiple irrigation projects have been developed, irrigating 
a total of 7,000 acres to date.

Along with irrigation development, Garrison Diversion 
has worked with numerous government agencies and 
environmental groups to maintain, enhance and protect 
North Dakota’s natural resources. From wildlife habitat 
mitigation to the North Country Trail, Garrison Diversion 
has played a part in keeping North Dakota a beautiful and 
environmentally friendly place to live and visit. 

RED RIVER VALLEY WATER SUPPLY PROJECT
Garrison Diversion is the state lead in the development 

of the Red River Valley Water Supply Project (RRVWSP), 
in which the purpose is to meet the water supply needs 

of central and eastern North Dakota through providing a 
supplemental water supply during times of drought.

Surface water supplies in central North Dakota and the 
Red River Valley are limited and unreliable, especially in 
drought conditions. With continued growth and industrial 
development, RRVWSP is needed to mitigate against 
drought conditions that would cause costly shortages; 
foster economic development by meeting municipal, rural 
and industrial water demands; and provide for economic 
sustainability. 

RRVWSP will use a buried pipeline to carry water 
from the Missouri River near the Washburn area along 
Highway 200 to the Sheyenne River, which will provide a 
supplemental water supply to users in central and eastern 
North Dakota during droughts. When completed, RRVWSP 
will benefit nearly half of North Dakota’s population. 

Red River Valley Water Supply Project  pipeline route.

The McClusky Canal.

26 North Dakota WATER     December 2018

15

15



The water will also provide opportunities for industrial 
development, as a current lack of industrial water supply 
has driven industries to obtain water through less desirable 
means and/or relocation outside of the state. 

“A long-term drought would be devastating to central 
and eastern North Dakota. Many people don’t realize a 
1930s style drought is expected to occur again by 2050. We 
can avert this crisis with the Red River Valley Water Supply 
Project. Just last year, western North Dakota experienced 
an extreme drought. A long-term drought in the Red River 
Valley would have an estimated economic impact of $25 
billion – the entire state would be impacted by that,” says 
Merri Mooridian, deputy program manager of RRVWSP 
Administration. 

“The need for this project has been known for decades. 
After many setbacks, the project now has broad support 
across the state and is progressing forward. In fact, 35 
communities and rural water systems in central and 
eastern North Dakota committed to the development of the 
project,” says Mooridian.  

MUNICIPAL, RURAL AND INDUSTRIAL (MR&I) 
WATER SUPPLY PROGRAM

Reliable and high-quality water is vital to the success 
of small towns and family farms. Garrison Diversion 
works to ensure North Dakotans have access to reliable 
and high-quality water through the Municipal, Rural and 
Industrial Water Supply Program. Garrison Diversion is the 
fiscal agent and, along with the State Water Commission, 
is responsible for administering the state MR&I Program 

through which $400 million is 
authorized in federal funds to help 
water systems deliver quality water 
to homes, businesses and farms 
across North Dakota.

To date, more than $339 million 
has been awarded for system 
expansions and improvements across 
the state. 

RECREATION
The enhancement of one of North 

Dakota’s most treasured resources, 
our recreational opportunities, is a 
key initiative for Garrison Diversion. 
Investing in the promotion, 
development and preservation of 
our natural resources is important 
to ensure the continued and future 
utilization of these areas.

Garrison Diversion believes in 
developing recreational opportunities 
that provide North Dakotans areas 

to enjoy our great outdoors. For this reason, Garrison 
Diversion dedicates two-tenths, or 20 percent, of its one-
mill levy to our Matching Recreation Grant Program.

Funds from this program have been awarded to install 
new playground equipment at parks, develop campground 
facilities and build walking paths, among other facilities. 
Since the program’s inception in 1990, nearly $5 million 
has been awarded for recreation projects within the district.

In addition, the Chain of Lakes Recreation Area, four 
in-line lakes on the McClusky Canal, provides numerous 
recreational opportunities, such as fishing, camping, 
boating, hunting, hiking, and more. East Park Lake, West 
Park Lake, Heckers Lake, and New Johns Lake make a 
popular recreation destination in central North Dakota. The 
recreation areas are equipped with boat ramps, primitive 
camping sites and vault toilets for the convenience of 
visitors.

The McClusky Canal is important to these recreation 
areas because water is pumped from the canal, as needed, 
in order to maintain optimal water levels for recreation.

Garrison Diversion performs basic maintenance of the 
Chain of Lakes facilities.

OPERATIONS AND MAINTENANCE
Garrison Diversion is responsible for the operations and 

maintenance (O&M) on the GDU Project facilities under 
a cooperative agreement with the Bureau of Reclamation. 
The GDU facilities include the McClusky Canal, New 
Rockford Canal and Oakes Test Area.

Garrison Diversion maintains an impressive staff, with 
high levels of expertise. The staff includes a professional 
engineer, master electrician, certified diesel mechanic, 
painting and coating specialists, vegetative management 
specialists, and multiple heavy equipment operators. O&M 
employees are located in Carrington, McClusky, New 
Rockford, and Oakes. 

A large fleet of equipment is maintained with dozers, 
loaders, backhoes, trucks. and excavators, along with 
many specialized pieces that allow for work in a variety of 
situations.

Expertise in canal maintenance, earth moving and other 
construction areas enables the O&M staff to assist federal 
and state government agencies such as the State Water 
Commission, Bureau of Reclamation, N.D. Game and Fish 
Department, and U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service. These 
partnerships benefit everybody involved!

Over the past 60 years, we have been committed to 
building, planning and implementing water projects across 
the state through our several areas of focus. Looking 
forward, we are proud to play a vital role in the future of 
our state. To learn more about Garrison Diversion, visit 
www.garrisondiversion.org and follow us on Facebook by 
searching GDCD.ND.Red River Valley Water Supply Project  pipeline route.
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Feature  |  GDCD News

F
By Kimberly Cook

For 30 years, the Oakes Test Area (OTA) has provided a 
wealth of important data imperative to developing the best 
management practices for irrigated agriculture in North 
Dakota. OTA is an irrigation research site located near 
Oakes in southeast North Dakota. 

WHAT IS THE OAKES TEST AREA?
OTA came about when the International Joint 

Commission recommended the establishment of a facility 
to study the effects of Garrison Diversion Unit (GDU) 
irrigation. The irrigation research site was developed 
in 1980 by the Bureau of Reclamation (Reclamation) 

in cooperation with state and federal agencies. Prior to 
irrigation delivery, data collection and monitoring was 
completed to document pre-development conditions.  

   Irrigation delivery began at OTA in the spring of 1988 
after completion of a subsurface drainage system and water 
distribution system. In 1994, Reclamation’s director of 
research determined that original research objectives had 
been met, and it was no longer in Reclamation’s interest to 
continue this research. Reclamation discontinued funding 
research in OTA at the end of 1995. This decision was 
supported by an environmental assessment and decision 
document, which also stated Reclamation’s intent to 

Title Transfer of the 
Oakes Test Area Would 
Benefit Local Irrigators
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drains. Since federal funding was eliminated for OTA 
in 2011, irrigators within the Dickey-Sargent Irrigation 
District (DSID) came to an agreement with Reclamation to 
assume all O&M costs associated with OTA. DSID is now 
responsible for all operations and maintenance costs for 
the irrigation system at OTA. 

DSID is pursuing a title transfer of OTA from 
Reclamation with the assistance of Garrison Diversion. 
The Dakota Water Resources Act states that OTA must be 
title transferred or go through the federal surplus property 
process two years after a Record of Decision (ROD) is 
signed for the Red River Valley Water Supply Project. 
Since the ROD has not yet been signed and a signature 
is not expected, OTA remains owned and operated by 
Reclamation, with intermittent irrigation reimbursement 
for OM&R of the project.

DSID would see several benefits from a title transfer of 
the facilities. 

•	 More efficient and economical O&M operations
•	 Make own O&M decisions
•	 Set own O&M priorities
•	 Able to modify facilities without the necessity 

 of federal processes
•	 Secure/guarantee the long-term operations of 

 the facility
Reclamation would also realize benefits from a title 

transfer, mainly reduced costs to taxpayers, reduced 
liability to the federal government/taxpayers and the 
ownership of the facility would be turned to local users 
rather than the federal government.

North Dakota is fortunate to have an asset as great 
as OTA positively impacting the region, as irrigation 
operations at OTA have provided data to develop the best 
management practices for irrigated agriculture in North 
Dakota, the United States and the world. A title transfer of 
the facilities would be in the best interest of the local users 
and the state.

Corn irrigation at the Oakes Test Area.

transfer title of the OTA facilities. It also stated that if title 
transfer cannot be accomplished, water deliveries would 
be discontinued and the facilities would be abandoned.

QUESTIONABLE FUTURE OF OTA
The future of OTA is questionable at this time. Limited 

water supplies have prevented OTA from reaching its 
full potential. While OTA is authorized to irrigate up to 
5,000 acres, limited water supplies have prevented the 
test area from reaching its full potential. Anywhere from 
500 to 4,300 irrigated acres have been irrigated from 1988 
through today, though in 2012, 4,529 acres were irrigated, 
making it a record year for OTA. 

In order for OTA to irrigate a consistent number of 
acres, a more reliable water supply needs to be secured. 
OTA utilizes water from the James River and groundwater 
through temporary water permits acquired from the North 
Dakota State Water Commission. Interim water sources 
include Jamestown Reservoir storage (when available in 
accordance with the Operating Principles for the OTA 
from the James River), surplus James River flows, flows 
captured from the OTA drainage system, and water from 
the interim water supply wells, which depend upon natural 
recharge and artificial recharge of the Oakes Aquifer using 
surplus James River flows.

Alternatives are being considered to secure future 
water supply options for irrigation in OTA. In a dry 
year, OTA could potentially be without a water supply, 
so the level of investment to be made in the facilities is 
questionable.

TITLE TRANSFER OF FACILITIES
While Reclamation owns OTA, the Garrison Diversion 

Conservancy District (Garrison Diversion) Operation 
and Maintenance staff performs the daily operations, 
which includes operating pumps, servicing equipment 
and maintaining the extensive system of subsurface pipe 
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At the 55th annual Joint Water 
Convention and Irrigation Expo 
hosted by the North Dakota Water 
Users Association, Dale Esser was the 
recipient of the Irrigation Excellence 
Award, given by the North Dakota 
Irrigation Association. Dale has played 
an instrumental role in irrigation 
research and development in North 
Dakota since he began his career 
as an irrigation advisor in Oakes in 
1988, where he made an important 
contribution to the overall effort in the 
distribution and education of irrigation 
best management practices to irrigators. 

He then spent many years as 
Garrison Diversion’s operations and 
maintenance supervisor at the Oakes 
Test Area, a 5,000-acre irrigation test 
site. He became involved with the 
Dickey-Sargent Irrigation District 
Board of Directors, where he has 
served as secretary for a number of 
years.  

In 2010, Dale was named Garrison 
Diversion’s irrigation specialist. He 
spent countless hours working on the 
McClusky Canal Irrigation Project and, 
more recently, the Master Irrigation 
Plan, which identifies further irrigation 
potential along the McClusky Canal. 

Overall, Dale has been responsible 
for the development, operations and 
maintenance of nearly 10,000 acres 
of irrigation in North Dakota. His 
expertise in all aspects of irrigation, 
from identifying soil types to dealing 
with landowners, troubleshooting 
complex irrigation systems and board 
operations, has been invaluable to 
Garrison Diversion and irrigators alike.

Dale, we congratulate you on 
this honor and thank you for your 
contribution to irrigation development 
across the state.

Dale Esser Receives Recognition 
for Excellence in Irrigation

Dale Esser receives Irrigation Excellence Award
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

Contact 
Kimberly Cook 
Garrison Diversion Communications Director 
701-652-3194  

Garrison Diversion and LAWA Representatives Present Red River Valley Water Supply Project Funding 
Requests for SB 2020 

(January 14, 2019) Representatives from the Garrison Diversion Conservancy District (Garrison 
Diversion) and the Lake Agassiz Water Authority (LAWA) testified at the Senate Appropriations 
Committee hearing on Senate Bill 2020 to request $50 million in funding for the Red River Valley Water 
Supply Project (RRVWSP).   

Dave Piepkorn, City of Fargo Deputy Mayor and Fargo City Commissioner, and Ken Vein, Vice-Chair of 
LAWA and Grand Forks City Commissioner presented on behalf of LAWA, while Jay Anderson, a Garrison 
Diversion board member from Ransom County and chair of the Red River Valley Committee, 
represented Garrison Diversion at the hearing.  Garrison Diversion and LAWA are co-sponsors of the 
project. 

The RRVWSP is a plan to safeguard water for North Dakota communities and rural water systems in 
times of drought, as well as promote industrial development.  The project will use a buried water 
pipeline to carry water from the Missouri River along Highway 200 to the Sheyenne River to provide an 
emergency water supply to users in central and eastern North Dakota.  Once completed, the project will 
serve approximately 50% of the state’s population.   

 
 “The City of Fargo draws its water from the Red River and Sheyenne River, making our water supply 
highly vulnerable to drought conditions,” says Piepkorn. “The City of Fargo cannot emphasize enough 
the need for an affordable, reliable water supply for the eastern and central parts of the state to keep 
our residents and industries safe during drought conditions.” 

The state legislature is supportive of the RRVWSP, and in the last biennium awarded $30 million to the 
project. “Garrison Diversion has been diligently working to spend our 2017-2019 appropriation 
effectively and efficiently, and would like to continue the forward momentum of this important project,” 
says Anderson. 

In order to keep the project moving forward, the supporters of the Red River Valley Water Supply 
Project are requesting $50 million to be included in the State Water Commission’s budget for the 2019-
2021 biennium. The funds would allow for construction of a portion of the main transmission pipeline, 
land acquisition, and engineering and design work.  

“We are very grateful for the State’s assistance with the project to this point,” says Vein. “But we need 
this project to continue pushing forward. To do that, $50 million is essential for this biennium to 
continue progress without stalling the project.” 

The communities and water systems involved with the RRVWSP include the Cities of Carrington, 
Cooperstown, Devils Lake, East Grand Forks, Fargo which includes service to West Fargo, Forman, 
Grafton, Grand Forks, Hannaford, Hillsboro, Langdon, Larimore, Lisbon, Mayville, McVille, Park River, 
Tuttle, Valley City, and Wahpeton; as well as the Agassiz Water Users District, Barnes Rural Water 
District, Cass Rural Water Users District, Central Plains Water District, Dakota Rural Water District, Grand 
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Forks-Traill Water District, Greater Ramsey Water District, McLean-Sheridan Rural Water, Northeast 
Regional Water District, Richland County Job Development Authority, South Central Regional Water 
District, Southeast Water Users District, Stutsman Rural Water District/Jamestown, Traill Rural Water 
Users, Inc., Tri-County Rural Water District, and Walsh Rural Water District.   
 
Check out the project website at www.RRVWSP.com and find RRVWSP on Facebook or Twitter by 
searching Red River Valley Water Supply Project or @RRVWSP.   
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Contact: Kimberly Cook 
Phone: 800-532-0074 

Email: kimberlyc@gdcd.org  

For immediate release: 

Lake Agassiz Water Authority Holds Election 

CARRINGTON, ND (December 28, 2018) - Water systems from central and eastern North 
Dakota held elections for the Lake Agassiz Water Authority (LAWA) Board of Directors at the 
recent ND Rural Water Systems Association meeting held in Bismarck. 

The LAWA board consists of 12 elected members, each serving a two-year term.  Six of the 
members represent cities while the other six members represent rural water systems.  Three 
associate members also serve as non-voting members of the board. 

The group elected Greater Ramsey Water District as the newest rural water system member of 
the Board of Directors.  Nels Halgren, water system manager, will be the system’s board 
representative.  Greater Ramsey replaced Stutsman Rural Water District on the board of 
directors. 

Rural water systems reelected, and continuing to serve on the Board of Directors include:   

Cass Rural Water Users District – Represented by Mark Johnson 

Agassiz Water Users District – Represented by John Hancock 

Northeast Regional Water District – Represented by Rick Bigwood 

Southeast Water Users District – Represented by LaVonne Althoff 

Walsh Rural Water District – Represented by Keith Nilson 

LAWA is comprised of cities and water districts in central and eastern North Dakota and three 
cities in Minnesota.  The water authority was created by the North Dakota state legislature and 
given the responsibility of providing a reliable drinking water supply to cities, businesses and 
residents in central North Dakota and the Red River Valley.   
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

Contact 
Kimberly Cook 
Garrison Diversion Communications Director 
701-652-3194  
 
Red River Valley Water Supply Project Among Top 100 Strategic Infrastructure Projects 

 
(Nov. 6, 2018) A drought mitigation project that will serve more than half of the state of North 

Dakota is among the top infrastructure projects in North America.  The Red River Valley Water Supply 
Project (RRVWSP) is named in the 2018 Strategic 100 North American Infrastructure Report.   

 “We were pleasantly surprised to hear the Red River Valley Water Supply Project is named 
among so many high-profile projects.  It is an important project here in North Dakota and to the 35 cities 
and water systems that have signed on to receive a supplemental water supply, but it’s a real honor to be 
named among the top projects in North America,” says Merri Mooridian, Deputy Program Manager of 
RRVWSP Administration.   

The list was unveiled during the 10th North American Infrastructure Leadership Forum held 
October 23-25 in Dallas, Texas.  Bill Davis, Black and Veatch Senior Project Manager, represented the 
project at the event and delivered a presentation about the RRVWSP.  Black and Veatch is the prime 
engineering consultant on the supplemental water supply project.   

The RRVWSP ranks 42 on the list and is among the 16 water infrastructure projects that made the 
list.  Each year CG/LA Infrastructure releases the Strategic 100 report which identifies the “most 
imaginative and transformative” projects across 12 infrastructure sectors. The report is the product of a 
six-month analysis of hundreds of projects.   

The RRVWSP is currently in the final design phase. The goal is to begin phased bidding and 
construction of the project in 2019.  Garrison Diversion Conservancy District and the Lake Agassiz Water 
Authority are the co-sponsors of the state project.  

About the RRVWSP  
The RRVWSP is a plan to safeguard water for North Dakota communities and rural water 

districts in times of drought, as well as provide for industrial development.  The project will use a buried 
water pipeline to carry water from the Missouri River along Highway 200 to the Sheyenne River to 
provide a supplemental water supply to users in central and eastern North Dakota. 

The communities and water systems involved with the RRVWSP include the Cities of 
Carrington, Cooperstown, Devils Lake, East Grand Forks, Fargo which includes service to West Fargo, 
Forman, Grafton, Grand Forks, Hannaford, Hillsboro, Langdon, Larimore, Lisbon, Mayville, McVille, 
Park River, Tuttle, Valley City, and Wahpeton; as well as the Agassiz Water Users District, Barnes Rural 
Water District, Cass Rural Water Users District, Central Plains Water District, Dakota Rural Water 
District, Grand Forks-Traill Water District, Greater Ramsey Water District, McLean-Sheridan Rural 
Water, Northeast Regional Water District, Richland County Job Development Authority, South Central 
Regional Water District, Southeast Water Users District, Stutsman Rural Water District/Jamestown, Traill 
Rural Water Users, Inc., Tri-County Rural Water District, and Walsh Rural Water District.   
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

Contact 
Kimberly Cook 
Garrison Diversion Communications Director 
701-652-3194  

 

Central North Dakota Water Supply Project Receives Nod from Bureau of Reclamation 

(September 11, 2018) A major milestone has been achieved for the Garrison Diversion 
Conservancy District (Garrison Diversion) and the Lake Agassiz Water Authority, representing 
water users in central North Dakota. The Department of the Interior’s Bureau of Reclamation 
(Reclamation) has completed the Environmental Assessment and released the Finding of No 
Significant Impact (FONSI) for the Issuance of a Water Service Contract to Garrison Diversion 
Conservancy District for the Central North Dakota Water Supply Project. 
 
The FONSI proposes to issue a water service contract for 20 cubic feet per second (cfs) of water 
from the McClusky Canal, a Special Use Permit, and to approve authorization of a preference 
power contract to Garrison Diversion for the Central North Dakota Water Supply Project, which 
will serve industrial water needs in areas of Burleigh, Sheridan, Wells, Foster, Kidder, McLean 
and Stutsman Counties. 
 
Garrison Diversion’s request for a water service contract and preference power are in response to 
requests by communities and rural water systems in North Dakota who have determined that the 
projected industrial water needs cannot be met by existing supplies. A supplemental water supply 
is needed for continued growth and industrial development in the region and to support economic 
development in Central North Dakota. 
  
“The water will be supplied for industrial purposes for Stutsman Rural Water District, 
Jamestown, Carrington, Central Plains Water District, Tuttle and South Central Regional Water 
District,” says Tim Mahoney, Lake Agassiz Water Authority Chairman. “Other sources of water 
supply have been reviewed, including existing groundwater sources. The projected industrial 
growth water needs will exceed the existing State Water Commission groundwater permits, 
creating the potential to limit future industrial development within the region.” 
 
“This is a step toward putting the McClusky Canal to beneficial use for municipal, rural and 
industrial purposes, as North Dakota was promised with the Garrison Diversion Unit Project,” 
says Duane DeKrey, Garrison Diversion General Manager. “Utilizing the canal for MR&I, in 
addition to the irrigation currently taking place from the McClusky Canal, is a big step forward 
for Garrison Diversion. 
 
 
 

### 
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
October 17, 2018 
 

Garrison Diversion Awards $145,942 in Matching Recreation Grants 
 

CARRINGTON, ND (October 17, 2018) – The Garrison Diversion Conservancy District’s 
Recreation Committee recently awarded matching recreation grants to ten projects totaling 
$145,942.  Projects approved for funding include multiple new park playgrounds, new camping 
hookups, and various park enhancements.   
 
The following applicants received grant approval from the committee: 

• Hunter Park Board - $16,071 to purchase new playground equipment for the Hunter City 
Park 

• Hannaford Park Board - $7,309 to purchase new playground equipment for the 
Hannaford City Park 

• Watford City Park Board - $50,000 to complete Phase II of the McKenzie County 
Veteran’s Park 

• Tolna Park District - $21,933 to construct new restrooms and purchase picnic tables at 
the Tolna City Park 

• Devils Lake Park Board - $18,750 to install a boat dock and slip at Creel Bay 
• Renville County - $572 for new signage at the Mouse River Park 
• Colfax Park Board - $2,925 for an outdoor community skating rink 
• Sargent County Park Board - $3,015 for new camping hookups at the Silver Lake 

Recreation Area 
• Mayville Park District - $13,585 for enhancements at Rainbow Garden 
• Minot Park District - $11,782 for new playground equipment at Roosevelt Park 

 
“We are gratified to help provide funding to communities in our district to achieve a better 
quality of life for enjoyment, recreation and community pride,” said Bill Krivarchka, Recreation 
Committee Chairman. “Our Recreation Committee is pleased with the distribution of yet another 
round of matching recreation grant program funds this year!” 
 
Garrison Diversion dedicates two-tenths of its one-mill levy to the matching recreation grant 
program to qualifying projects within the 28-county district. The Recreation Committee meets 
every spring and fall to consider applications. The next deadline for recreation grant applications 
is April 1, 2019. 
  
For more information on Garrison Diversion’s matching recreation grant program, contact Merri 
Mooridian at 701-652-3194, gdcd@gdcd.org or PO Box 140, Carrington, ND 58421. 
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FOR IMMMEDIATE RELEASE 
October 17, 2018 
 

Garrison Diversion Awards $16,071 to the Hunter Park Board  
 
CARRINGTON, ND (October 17, 2018) – The Garrison Diversion Conservancy District’s 
Recreation Committee recently awarded a $16,071 matching recreation grant to the Hunter Park 
Board. The grant will be used to purchase new playground equipment for the Hunter City Park. 
  
The Recreation Committee awarded matching recreation grants to ten projects totaling $145,942.  
Projects approved for funding include multiple new park playgrounds, new camping hookups, 
and various park enhancements.   
 
“We are gratified to help provide funding to communities in our district to achieve a better 
quality of life for enjoyment, recreation and community pride,” said Bill Krivarchka, Recreation 
Committee Chairman. “Our Recreation Committee is pleased with the distribution of yet another 
round of matching recreation grant program funds this year!” 
 
Garrison Diversion dedicates two-tenths of its one-mill levy to the matching recreation grant 
program to qualifying projects within the 28-county district. The Recreation Committee meets 
every spring and fall to consider applications. The next deadline for recreation grant applications 
is April 1, 2019. 
  
For more information on Garrison Diversion’s matching recreation grant program, contact Merri 
Mooridian at 701-652-3194, gdcd@gdcd.org or PO Box 140, Carrington, ND 58421. 

### 
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FOR IMMMEDIATE RELEASE 
October 17, 2018 
 

Garrison Diversion Awards $7,309 to the Hannaford Park Board  
 
CARRINGTON, ND (October 17, 2018) – The Garrison Diversion Conservancy District’s 
Recreation Committee recently awarded a $7,309 matching recreation grant to the Hannaford 
Park Board. The grant will be used to purchase new playground equipment for the Hannaford 
City Park. 
  
The Recreation Committee awarded matching recreation grants to ten projects totaling $145,942.  
Projects approved for funding include multiple new park playgrounds, new camping hookups, 
and various park enhancements.   
 
“We are gratified to help provide funding to communities in our district to achieve a better 
quality of life for enjoyment, recreation and community pride,” said Bill Krivarchka, Recreation 
Committee Chairman. “Our Recreation Committee is pleased with the distribution of yet another 
round of matching recreation grant program funds this year!” 
 
Garrison Diversion dedicates two-tenths of its one-mill levy to the matching recreation grant 
program to qualifying projects within the 28-county district. The Recreation Committee meets 
every spring and fall to consider applications. The next deadline for recreation grant applications 
is April 1, 2019. 
  
For more information on Garrison Diversion’s matching recreation grant program, contact Merri 
Mooridian at 701-652-3194, gdcd@gdcd.org or PO Box 140, Carrington, ND 58421. 

### 
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FOR IMMMEDIATE RELEASE 
October 17, 2018 
 

Garrison Diversion Awards $50,000 to the Watford City Park Board  
 
CARRINGTON, ND (October 17, 2018) – The Garrison Diversion Conservancy District’s 
Recreation Committee recently awarded a $50,000 matching recreation grant to the Watford City 
Park Board. The grant will be used to complete Phase II of the McKenzie County Veteran’s 
Park. 
  
The Recreation Committee awarded matching recreation grants to ten projects totaling $145,942.  
Projects approved for funding include multiple new park playgrounds, new camping hookups, 
and various park enhancements.   
 
“We are gratified to help provide funding to communities in our district to achieve a better 
quality of life for enjoyment, recreation and community pride,” said Bill Krivarchka, Recreation 
Committee Chairman. “Our Recreation Committee is pleased with the distribution of yet another 
round of matching recreation grant program funds this year!” 
 
Garrison Diversion dedicates two-tenths of its one-mill levy to the matching recreation grant 
program to qualifying projects within the 28-county district. The Recreation Committee meets 
every spring and fall to consider applications. The next deadline for recreation grant applications 
is April 1, 2019. 
  
For more information on Garrison Diversion’s matching recreation grant program, contact Merri 
Mooridian at 701-652-3194, gdcd@gdcd.org or PO Box 140, Carrington, ND 58421. 

### 
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FOR IMMMEDIATE RELEASE 
October 17, 2018 
 

Garrison Diversion Awards $21,933 to the Tolna Park District  
 
CARRINGTON, ND (October 17, 2018) – The Garrison Diversion Conservancy District’s 
Recreation Committee recently awarded a $21,933 matching recreation grant to the Tolna Park 
District. The grant will be used to construct new restrooms and purchase picnic tables at the 
Tolna City Park. 
  
The Recreation Committee awarded matching recreation grants to ten projects totaling $145,942.  
Projects approved for funding include multiple new park playgrounds, new camping hookups, 
and various park enhancements.   
 
“We are gratified to help provide funding to communities in our district to achieve a better 
quality of life for enjoyment, recreation and community pride,” said Bill Krivarchka, Recreation 
Committee Chairman. “Our Recreation Committee is pleased with the distribution of yet another 
round of matching recreation grant program funds this year!” 
 
Garrison Diversion dedicates two-tenths of its one-mill levy to the matching recreation grant 
program to qualifying projects within the 28-county district. The Recreation Committee meets 
every spring and fall to consider applications. The next deadline for recreation grant applications 
is April 1, 2019. 
  
For more information on Garrison Diversion’s matching recreation grant program, contact Merri 
Mooridian at 701-652-3194, gdcd@gdcd.org or PO Box 140, Carrington, ND 58421. 

### 
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FOR IMMMEDIATE RELEASE 
October 17, 2018 
 

Garrison Diversion Awards $18,750 to the Devils Lake Park Board  
 
CARRINGTON, ND (October 17, 2018) – The Garrison Diversion Conservancy District’s 
Recreation Committee recently awarded an $18,750 matching recreation grant to the Devils Lake 
Park Board. The grant will be used to purchase and install a boat dock and slip on the east side of 
Creel Bay on Devils Lake. 
  
The Recreation Committee awarded matching recreation grants to ten projects totaling $145,942.  
Projects approved for funding include multiple new park playgrounds, new camping hookups, 
and various park enhancements.   
 
“We are gratified to help provide funding to communities in our district to achieve a better 
quality of life for enjoyment, recreation and community pride,” said Bill Krivarchka, Recreation 
Committee Chairman. “Our Recreation Committee is pleased with the distribution of yet another 
round of matching recreation grant program funds this year!” 
 
Garrison Diversion dedicates two-tenths of its one-mill levy to the matching recreation grant 
program to qualifying projects within the 28-county district. The Recreation Committee meets 
every spring and fall to consider applications. The next deadline for recreation grant applications 
is April 1, 2019. 
  
For more information on Garrison Diversion’s matching recreation grant program, contact Merri 
Mooridian at 701-652-3194, gdcd@gdcd.org or PO Box 140, Carrington, ND 58421. 

### 
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FOR IMMMEDIATE RELEASE 
October 17, 2018 
 

Garrison Diversion Awards $572 to Renville County  
 
CARRINGTON, ND (October 17, 2018) – The Garrison Diversion Conservancy District’s 
Recreation Committee recently awarded a $572 matching recreation grant to Renville County. 
The grant will be used to purchase and install updated signage for Mouse River Park. 
  
The Recreation Committee awarded matching recreation grants to ten projects totaling $145,942.  
Projects approved for funding include multiple new park playgrounds, new camping hookups, 
and various park enhancements.   
 
“We are gratified to help provide funding to communities in our district to achieve a better 
quality of life for enjoyment, recreation and community pride,” said Bill Krivarchka, Recreation 
Committee Chairman. “Our Recreation Committee is pleased with the distribution of yet another 
round of matching recreation grant program funds this year!” 
 
Garrison Diversion dedicates two-tenths of its one-mill levy to the matching recreation grant 
program to qualifying projects within the 28-county district. The Recreation Committee meets 
every spring and fall to consider applications. The next deadline for recreation grant applications 
is April 1, 2019. 
  
For more information on Garrison Diversion’s matching recreation grant program, contact Merri 
Mooridian at 701-652-3194, gdcd@gdcd.org or PO Box 140, Carrington, ND 58421. 

### 
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FOR IMMMEDIATE RELEASE 
October 17, 2018 
 

Garrison Diversion Awards $2,925 to the Colfax Park Board  
 
CARRINGTON, ND (October 17, 2018) – The Garrison Diversion Conservancy District’s 
Recreation Committee recently awarded a $2,925 matching recreation grant to the Colfax Park 
Board. The grant will be used to purchase hockey boards to create an outdoor community skating 
rink. 
  
The Recreation Committee awarded matching recreation grants to ten projects totaling $145,942.  
Projects approved for funding include multiple new park playgrounds, new camping hookups, 
and various park enhancements.   
 
“We are gratified to help provide funding to communities in our district to achieve a better 
quality of life for enjoyment, recreation and community pride,” said Bill Krivarchka, Recreation 
Committee Chairman. “Our Recreation Committee is pleased with the distribution of yet another 
round of matching recreation grant program funds this year!” 
 
Garrison Diversion dedicates two-tenths of its one-mill levy to the matching recreation grant 
program to qualifying projects within the 28-county district. The Recreation Committee meets 
every spring and fall to consider applications. The next deadline for recreation grant applications 
is April 1, 2019. 
  
For more information on Garrison Diversion’s matching recreation grant program, contact Merri 
Mooridian at 701-652-3194, gdcd@gdcd.org or PO Box 140, Carrington, ND 58421. 

### 
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FOR IMMMEDIATE RELEASE 
October 17, 2018 
 

Garrison Diversion Awards $3,015 to the Sargent County Park Board  
 
CARRINGTON, ND (October 17, 2018) – The Garrison Diversion Conservancy District’s 
Recreation Committee recently awarded a $3,015 matching recreation grant to the Sargent 
County Park Board. The grant will be used to install new camping hookups at the Silver Lake 
Recreation Area. 
  
The Recreation Committee awarded matching recreation grants to ten projects totaling $145,942.  
Projects approved for funding include multiple new park playgrounds, new camping hookups, 
and various park enhancements.   
 
“We are gratified to help provide funding to communities in our district to achieve a better 
quality of life for enjoyment, recreation and community pride,” said Bill Krivarchka, Recreation 
Committee Chairman. “Our Recreation Committee is pleased with the distribution of yet another 
round of matching recreation grant program funds this year!” 
 
Garrison Diversion dedicates two-tenths of its one-mill levy to the matching recreation grant 
program to qualifying projects within the 28-county district. The Recreation Committee meets 
every spring and fall to consider applications. The next deadline for recreation grant applications 
is April 1, 2019. 
  
For more information on Garrison Diversion’s matching recreation grant program, contact Merri 
Mooridian at 701-652-3194, gdcd@gdcd.org or PO Box 140, Carrington, ND 58421. 

### 
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FOR IMMMEDIATE RELEASE 
October 17, 2018 
 

Garrison Diversion Awards $13,585 to the Mayville Park District  
 
CARRINGTON, ND (October 17, 2018) – The Garrison Diversion Conservancy District’s 
Recreation Committee recently awarded a $13,585 matching recreation grant to the Mayville 
Park District. The grant will be used for enhancements at Rainbow Garden, including the 
construction of a new playhouse and the purchase of new picnic benches and trash cans. 
  
The Recreation Committee awarded matching recreation grants to ten projects totaling $145,942.  
Projects approved for funding include multiple new park playgrounds, new camping hookups, 
and various park enhancements.   
 
“We are gratified to help provide funding to communities in our district to achieve a better 
quality of life for enjoyment, recreation and community pride,” said Bill Krivarchka, Recreation 
Committee Chairman. “Our Recreation Committee is pleased with the distribution of yet another 
round of matching recreation grant program funds this year!” 
 
Garrison Diversion dedicates two-tenths of its one-mill levy to the matching recreation grant 
program to qualifying projects within the 28-county district. The Recreation Committee meets 
every spring and fall to consider applications. The next deadline for recreation grant applications 
is April 1, 2019. 
  
For more information on Garrison Diversion’s matching recreation grant program, contact Merri 
Mooridian at 701-652-3194, gdcd@gdcd.org or PO Box 140, Carrington, ND 58421. 

### 
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FOR IMMMEDIATE RELEASE 
October 17, 2018 
 

Garrison Diversion Awards $11,782 to the Minot Park District  
 
CARRINGTON, ND (October 17, 2018) – The Garrison Diversion Conservancy District’s 
Recreation Committee recently awarded an $11,782 matching recreation grant to the Minot Park 
District. The grant will be used to purchase and install new playground equipment at Roosevelt 
Park. 
  
The Recreation Committee awarded matching recreation grants to ten projects totaling $145,942.  
Projects approved for funding include multiple new park playgrounds, new camping hookups, 
and various park enhancements.   
 
“We are gratified to help provide funding to communities in our district to achieve a better 
quality of life for enjoyment, recreation and community pride,” said Bill Krivarchka, Recreation 
Committee Chairman. “Our Recreation Committee is pleased with the distribution of yet another 
round of matching recreation grant program funds this year!” 
 
Garrison Diversion dedicates two-tenths of its one-mill levy to the matching recreation grant 
program to qualifying projects within the 28-county district. The Recreation Committee meets 
every spring and fall to consider applications. The next deadline for recreation grant applications 
is April 1, 2019. 
  
For more information on Garrison Diversion’s matching recreation grant program, contact Merri 
Mooridian at 701-652-3194, gdcd@gdcd.org or PO Box 140, Carrington, ND 58421. 

### 
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Contact: Kimberly Cook 
Phone: 800-532-0074 

Email: kimberlyc@gdcd.org  
For immediate release: 
 

Reisenauer Joins Garrison Diversion Staff 
 
CARRINGTON, ND (August 24, 2018) – The Garrison Diversion Conservancy District (Garrison Diversion) 
welcomes Ashley Reisenauer as the new Accountant at the Carrington office.  Ashley will oversee 
accounts payable and receivables and process the payroll for the district. 
 
Ashley was born and raised in Harvey, ND, and received her bachelor’s degree in Accounting from North 
Dakota State University.  With previous accounting experience garnered at Microsoft and Cargill, Ashley 
will be an asset to Garrison Diversion’s accounting department. 
 
“Ashley is already proving to be a great fit for her position at the office,” says Duane DeKrey, Garrison 
Diversion General Manager.  “We are pleased to have this young professional on board!” 
 
Ashley lives in Carrington with her husband, Tyler, and two young children.   
  
 

### 
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Red River Valley Water Supply leaders still hoping for more project...

By Emily Allen on Jan 6, 2019 at 7:00 a.m.

The Red River flows between Grand Forks and East Grand
Forks in this August photo. Nick Nelson / Grand Forks Herald

After years of hoping to begin construction by 2019, the Red River Valley Water Supply project board says it's time to "ramp up" and finally begin working on an effort they say will provide
water to eastern North Dakota in the event of a drought.

The approximately $1.2 billion project the board hopes will take eight to 10 years to build is already into its first biennium of funding, according to the state engineer, having received $30
million toward design and construction it must spend by June.

In 2015, there had been legislative intent to provide the project with $150 million per biennium for the following four two-year periods, project board member Ken Vein said.

"We didn't get it last biennium, and we don't expect to get it this biennium, although that intent still exists," he said.

State engineer Garland Erbele, who provides insight on the Red River Valley Water Supply project and others to the State Water Commission, said intentions and funding tend to fluctuate
with the state's funding situation. The commission is primarily funded by the oil extraction tax. "Our revenue is very heavily dependent on the state of the oil industry in North Dakota," he
said.

Vein and other project board members also are competing with a much more urgent flood diversion project for the Fargo-Moorhead area, Eberle said.

"That project is a priority over the Red River Valley Water Supply project," Erbele said. "The governor has committed an additional $100 million to that (diversion) project, so our budget
has $166.5 million for the diversion project this session."

The water supply group will remain grateful for whatever it receives, but Vein said members will have discussions this year with legislators, seeking the $50 million he said they had
initially requested per biennium.

Funding the water project is more different than others mostly because of the length of time it will take, Vein said.

"We're looking for a plan that's affordable but can be implemented over a reasonable time frame," Vein said. "If it gets out too long, there's too many unknowns."

The board also must consider the expenses it will cost cities like Grand Forks and Fargo, the project's two largest players, since there is a local share to the project, Vein said.

"On one point, we want to make sure the state has availability of funds to share in the cost, and on the other side, we have to make sure the users of the local have availability of funding, for
the local shares," he said.

Vein said he remembers when the city worked on setting up a flood protection system to handle having too much water.

"Now we're working with the exact opposite: What happens when we have too little water?" he asked. "We know in the 1930s the Red River basically went dry, and there's been times since
then we've had zero flow. So this project is kind of our insurance policy for the other extreme."

Basic details

"As complex as the project is, there's four areas the project has," Vein said. "It has an intake in the Missouri (River), a pipeline, an outfall and a water treatment plant."

Construction will save the water treatment plant until everything else is built, he said.

"So what's going to happen is the intake is on the Missouri River by the Garrison Dam," he said. "The pipeline will come in at 160-odd miles and dump (the water) into the Sheyenne
(River), which is North of Valley City."

The pipeline will bring in 165 cubic feet of water per second to the Red River Valley, according to Vein.

The board has 36 other entities signed up to receive water from the supply project.

"The project is big enough in its planning stage that it serves almost half the population of the state of North Dakota," Vein said.

Emily Allen

Allen joined the Grand Forks Herald to cover local government and politics May 2018. Call her at 701-780-1102, email her at eallen@gfherald.com or follow her on Twitter,
@Emily_theHerald.

(701) 780-1102

Red River Valley Water Supply leaders still hoping for more project... https://www.grandforksherald.com/news/government-and-politics/45522...

1 of 1 1/21/2019, 11:38 AM
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Water Topics Committee hears updates on Garrison Diversion, FM Diversion

Danielle Webster

The legislature's Water Topics Overview Committee held a meeting in Fargo to get an update on water projects in the Red River Valley.

Fargo Mayor Tim Mahoney and Garrison Diversion General Manager Duane DeKrey spoke to the committee about the Red River Valley Water Supply Project. This project would bring
water from western North Dakota to the Red River Valley in times of drought. DeKrey says as of today the project will cost $1.14 billion, and there are still several planning steps to
navigate before construction of the project can move forward. DeKrey says there is urgency in getting the project underway.

"And the caveat to that is that is that for every year this project is delayed, it tacks on about another $28 million, so there is some urgency in trying to get this to construction."

For Mahoney, his number one priority is flood protection for the city of Fargo - but drought conditions in recent years have reminded everyone of the importance of this project. He says
there are currently affordability studies being conducted to determine what the public is comfortable with in terms of cost. He says coordination of the Diversion and Water Supply Project
needs to be figured out before the next legislative session.

"The big dilemma we have in Fargo is we have significant infrastructure projects - you're all familiar with the flood diversion - and a lot of our money and capital is tied up in that project.
Fargo right now supplies water and wastewater, West Fargo and Cass Rural Water district is a big part of that. In talking to Mayor Bernie Dardis, he's a little concerned that if we start
tacking onto their utility bill to pay for supplemental water - he's just concerned about that. So we think there needs to be a balance between the flood diversion and Red River Valley Water
Supply, and when construction and when the money goes to the two projects."

Mahoney says the Diversion is planned to be completed within six years of its construction start. He says concern about drought is fresh in people's minds, and there is more and more
interest within the legislature regarding support for the Red River Water Valley Water Supply Project.

Water Topics Committee hears updates on Garrison Diversion, FM Diversion http://news.prairiepublic.org/post/water-topics-committee-hears-updates-...

1 of 1 1/21/2019, 11:41 AM
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Meet Merri Mooridian 

Work keeps Merri Mooridian very busy these days.  Since the Red River Valley Water Supply 

Project (RRVWSP) took off, she has split her time as the Administrative Officer of the Garrison Diversion 

Conservancy District (Garrison Diversion) and Deputy Program Manager of RRVWSP Administration.  In 

her RRVWSP role, Merri oversees the administrative, legal, financial, and communication considerations 

of the project, while coordinating those efforts with the RRVWSP engineering and land management 

activities.  She celebrated her 15 year anniversary with Garrison Diversion this year, where she started 

as the Assistant Communications Director. 

Due the size of the RRVWSP, it’s no surprise that much of her time is now spent focused on the 

project. When she talks about it, you can tell Merri is passionate about creating a successful project that 

will help protect communities and water systems from the effects of future droughts. 

“A long term drought would be devastating to central and eastern North Dakota. Many people 

don’t realize a 1930s style drought is expected to occur again by 2050. We can avert this crisis with the 

Red River Valley Water Supply Project. Just last year, western North Dakota experienced an extreme 

drought. A long term drought in the Red River Valley would have an estimated economic impact of $25 

billion - the entire state would be impacted by that,” she says.  

“The need for this project has been known for decades. After many setbacks, the project now 

has broad support across the state and is progressing forward. In fact, 35 communities and rural water 

systems in central and eastern North Dakota committed to the development of the Project,” says Merri.  

“My current focus is developing a solid financial model that will allow communities and rural water 

systems to participate in the Red River Valley Water Supply Project. This project is unique because it is 
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supplemental water, not a replacement. Each water system will continue to operate and maintain 

existing facilities and this project will be an additional cost for each water system.” 

  When she’s not diligently working on Garrison Diversion and RRVWSP initiatives, Merri says one 

of her passions is traveling and exploring new places. Fitting for a person who has devoted much of her 

career to water, Merri also loves summers at the lake where she spends time with family and friends, as 

well as water skiing. Merri and her husband, Jeff, have been married for 28 years.  The couple has two 

grown children, Mike and Chelsi.  

 

 

 

RRVWSP Preliminary Design Completed 

 The Red River Valley Water Supply Project’s (RRVWSP) engineering team recently passed a 

major milestone - the preliminary design of the RRVWSP is complete. “The completion of the 

preliminary design is a critical step for Garrison Diversion and Lake Agassiz Water Authority as the co-

sponsors of the RRVWSP. This marks the completion of a number of mission-critical tasks, including 

identifying the project demands and design flow; finalization of the pipeline alignment – both horizontal 

and vertical; and securing land access,” explains Kip Kovar, Deputy Program Manager for RRVWSP 

Engineering.   

In addition to meeting the requirements laid out in the legislation for the current biennium, the 

completion of the preliminary design means the systems and logistical tools that are necessary to 

manage construction on a water project of this magnitude are ready to be implemented.   

Completion of the preliminary design also allows for the updated overall project costs to be 

used in financial models. There are 35 communities and water systems involved with the development 

phase of the RRVWSP. 

 “Completing the preliminary design and all of the progress associated with its completion are 

absolutely the key to the Red River Valley Water Supply’s stakeholders being well positioned to 

successfully engage with the North Dakota Legislature in the upcoming session.  We need to secure the 

financial mechanisms and commitments that will enable construction to begin and the project become a 

reality within a reasonable timeframe,” says Duane DeKrey, Garrison Diversion General Manager.  

The next steps for the RRVWSP include finalizing the financial plan, acquiring easements, and 

completing the final designs of the pipeline, discharge structure, and intake.  
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Garrison Diversion Focuses on Positive Landowner Relations 

Since the preliminary design of the Red River Valley Water Supply Project (RRVWSP) is now 

complete, right-of-way acquisition will soon begin on segments of the project. “All affected landowners 

will be compensated for the use of their land. It’s important to remember that since this is buried 

infrastructure, farmers will be able to continue using the land prior to and after construction is 

completed,” says Kip Kovar, Deputy Program Manager for RRVWSP Engineering.  

Landowners along a 28-mile portion of the project’s pipeline that will be constructed will receive 

packets of information from Garrison Diversion Conservancy District (Garrison Diversion), a sponsoring 

agency of the State of North Dakota authorized project. “We already have existing option agreements 

with many of the landowners we’ll be reaching out to or have already contacted. In some cases, this will 

be the first time we’re reaching out to discuss the option to purchase a permanent easement for a 150-

foot wide corridor across a property,” says Kovar.  

Each landowner packet will contain the following materials:  

 Letter identifying the tract of land 

 RRVWSP map with project information 

 Garrison Diversion Conservancy District overview 

 Agreement to be signed with a return envelope 

 Crop damage payment policy 

Garrison Diversion will manage the easement process with the help of land agents from KLJ who 

will be making further contact with landowners to discuss easement requests and compensation after 

the initial information packets go out.   

“We want to provide as much information to landowners as possible to help them understand 

the process and be assured that we will return their land to its original condition after construction is 

complete,” says Kovar. 
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RRVWSP Requests $50M During Legislative Session 
Project Team Steadily Completes HB 1020 Requirements 

 
The North Dakota Legislature will reconvene in January 2019.  Garrison Diversion 

Conservancy District (Garrison Diversion) and Lake Agassiz Water Authority (LAWA), the 

cosponsors of the Red River Valley Water Supply Project (RRVWSP), are preparing for a busy 

legislative session. 

“We have made a lot of progress during the current biennium.  We’ve created a plan for 

what needs to be accomplished over the next two years to keep the project moving forward,” 

says Duane DeKrey, Garrison Diversion General Manager. 

Garrison Diversion and LAWA are requesting $50 million for the RRVWSP in the 2019-

2021 State Water Commission (SWC) budget.  If approved, $25 million of the funding would be 

allocated towards construction of a pipeline segment.  The remaining $25 million would fund the 

final design for key components of the RRVWSP and the land acquisition process, as well as 

legal and financial costs.  

“We know the State Water Commission and legislators see the importance of this 

emergency water supply that will benefit half the population of North Dakota,” says DeKrey.    

The SWC’s budget (HB 1020) for the 2017-2019 biennium included up to $30 million for 

the RRVWSP. HB 1020 directed $17 million for RRVWSP planning and permitting, and $13 

million to begin construction. The project is progressing with the funds allowed. Thus far, 

several requirements of HB 1020 have been completed, including the alternative selection, which 

determined the project route for the transmission pipeline from the Missouri River to the 

Sheyenne River; water supply needs to determine RRVWSP demand projections; and projected 

project costs, which determined the $1.14 million (2017 dollars) price tag.  
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In addition, Garrison Diversion and LAWA have secured a water source from the 

Missouri River and/or the McClusky Canal and project engineers are completing the final design 

on some project elements.   “We intend to put these projects out for bid in late winter or the 

spring of 2019,” says Kip Kovar, Deputy Program Manager for RRVWSP Engineering.    

 

Other directives of HB1020 are ongoing as Garrison Diversion continues to work on the 

land acquisition process, environmental compliance, implementation schedule, acquisition of 

permits, project implementation schedule and funding options. 

 

“The project is on track to fully utilize the funding provided to the Red River Valley 

Water Supply Project for this biennium and to complete the requirements of the project,” says 

Merri Mooridian, Deputy Program Manager of RRVWSP Administration.    

 

 

 
 

 

Overall, Garrison Diversion and LAWA representatives say they are proud of what has 

been accomplished so far and are grateful for the State of North Dakota’s previous support for 

the RRVWSP. “We are excited and optimistic about the upcoming legislative session,” says 

DeKrey.   

_________________________________________________________________________ 

Meet Tim Mahoney, LAWA Chairperson 

The Garrison Diversion Conservancy District and the Lake Agassiz Water Authority 

(LAWA) are the co-sponsors of the state Red River Valley Water Supply Project (RRVWSP).  

As such, the Chairpersons of each of the Boards frequently serve as the faces of the RRVWSP 

when talking to state and federal lawmakers.      

 

Dr. Tim Mahoney is the current LAWA Chairman and has served on the Board since 

2013.  He is also in his second term as the City of Fargo’s Mayor.  Fargo is the largest participant 

of the RRVWSP among the 35 cities and water systems that have expressed interest in receiving 

an emergency water supply from the project.   

 

“As the Fargo Mayor, I want to ensure we have an adequate water supply during  a 

drought in the metro area. From LAWA’s standpoint, eastern and central North Dakota need a 

solution in case there is a serious drought, which occurs every 100 years or so. We’re talking 

about a project that will benefit half of the population of North Dakota,” he explains.    

 

Tim has had the opportunity to talk at length with Governor Doug Burgum and legislators 

about the project over the past few years. “Governor Burgum and North Dakota’s lawmakers are 

very interested in this project. I’ve found them to be supportive of trying to find a solution for 

future drought threats,” says Tim. 
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In addition to preparing for the upcoming legislative session, Tim has also been working with 

the U.S. Department of the Interior and the State about the logistics of the RRVWSP moving 

water west to east, as well as the long-term budget for the project. 

 

Tim has been a medical doctor for 43 years. When he’s not saving lives in the operating 

room, leading the City of Fargo, or advocating for water projects on behalf of the LAWA Board, 

you can find him participating in one of numerous hobbies.  

 

“I enjoy fishing, hunting, trapshooting, boating, cooking, traveling, and dining. I particularly 

enjoy spending time with my children and grandchildren and attending NDSU Bison athletic 

events too,” he says with a smile.  

 

 

RRVWSP Among Top 100 Strategic Infrastructure Projects 
 

A drought mitigation project that will serve approximately half of the state of North 

Dakota is among the top infrastructure projects in North America.  The Red River Valley Water 

Supply Project (RRVWSP) is named in the 2018 Strategic 100 North American Infrastructure 

Report.   

 “We were pleasantly surprised to hear the Red River Valley Water Supply Project is 

named among so many high-profile projects.  It is an important project here in North Dakota but 

it’s a real honor to be named among the top projects in North America,” says Merri Mooridian, 

Deputy Program Manager of RRVWSP Administration.   

 

The list was unveiled during the 10th North American Infrastructure Leadership Forum 

held October 23-25 in Dallas, Texas.  Bill Davis, Black and Veatch Senior Project Manager, 

represented the project at the event and delivered a presentation about the RRVWSP.  Black and 

Veatch is the prime engineering consultant on the supplemental water supply project.   

 

The RRVWSP ranks 42 on the list and is among the 16 water infrastructure projects that 

made the list.  Each year CG/LA Infrastructure releases the Strategic 100 report which identifies 

the “most imaginative and transformative” projects across 12 infrastructure sectors. The report is 

the product of a six-month analysis of hundreds of projects.   

 

The RRVWSP is currently in the final design phase. The goal is to begin phased bidding and 

construction of the project in 2019.   
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RRVWSP PROGRESS REPORT QUARTER 1

RRVWSP PROGRESS REPORT QUARTER 3 

RRVWSP PROGRESS REPORT QUARTER 2

RRVWSP PROGRESS REPORT QUARTER 4 

RED RIVER VALLEY WATER SUPPLY PROJECT
2018 NEWSLETTER ANALYTICS

AVERAGE OPEN RATE AVERAGE CLICK THROUGH RATE AVERAGE UNSUBSCRIBE RATE
9.50% 5.56% 0.08%

The quarterly RRVWSP Progress Report typically receives four to five times more engagement with recipients than an average 
industry newsletter. The Open Rate is the percentage of  people who received the newsletter in their inbox and opened 

the email.  The Click Through Rate measures the percentage of  people who clicked on each article.  The Unsubscribe Rate 
measures the percentage of  people who received the newsletter and decided to opt-out from receiving future newsletters.

EMAILS SENT: 460
OPEN RATE: 49.3%
ARTICLES & CLICK RATES:
• RRVWSP Update for Water Topics Overview 

Committee - Click Rate 41.9%
• Meet Kip Kovar, Deputy Program Manager for 

RRVWSP Engineering - Click Rate 20.9%
• RRVWSP Discussion at Red River Basin Land & 

Water International Summit Conference - Click 
Rate 18.6%

• Red River Valley Water Supply Project Logo 
Unveiled - Click Rate 16.3%

UNSUBSCRIBES: 0

EMAILS SENT: 459
OPEN RATE: 48.2%
ARTICLES & CLICK RATES:
• Meet Merri Mooridian - Click Rate 40%
• RRVWSP Preliminary Design Completed - Click 

Rate 41.3%
• Garrison Diversion Focuses on Positive 

Landowner Relations - Click Rate 18.7%
UNSUBSCRIBES: 0

EMAILS SENT: 459
OPEN RATE: 48.8%
ARTICLES & CLICK RATES:
• Meet Duane DeKrey, Garrison Diversion General 

Manager - Click Rate 27.5%
• U.S. Interior Secretary Ryan Zinke Visits ND, Discusses 

RRVWSP - Click Rate 25.3%
• Requests for Statements of  Qualifications and 

Preliminary Proposals (SOQ/PP) - Click Rate 18.7%
• RRVWSP Receives National Attention - Click Rate 

14.3%
• RRVWSP Representatives Meet With ND Congressional 

Delegation - Click Rate 13.2%
UNSUBSCRIBES: 0

EMAILS SENT: 439
OPEN RATE: 63.6%
ARTICLES & CLICK RATES:
• RRVWSP Requests $50M During Legislative Session - 

Click Rate 67.3%
• Meet Tim Mahoney - Click Rate 16.4%
• RRVWSP Among Top 100 Strategic Infrastructure 

Projects - Click Rate 16.4%
UNSUBSCRIBES: 1

AVERAGE INDUSTRY RATES FOR E-NEWSLETTERS  
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 Analytics
Garrison Diversion Conservancy District

All Web Site Data Go to report 

City Users % Users

1. Bismarck 124 10.28%

2. Fargo 90 7.46%

3. Minneapolis 86 7.13%

4. Norcross 70 5.80%

5. (not set) 43 3.57%

6. Grand Forks 37 3.07%

7. Chicago 35 2.90%

8. Minot 31 2.57%

9. Jamestown 24 1.99%

10. Coffeyville 23 1.91%

Audience Overview

Aug 1, 2018 - Jan 21, 2019

Overview

 Users

… September 2018 October 2018 November 2018 December 2018 Janua…6 13 20 10 17 8 15 22 12 19 10 17 24

200200200

400400400

Users

1,158
New Users

1,158
Sessions

1,411

Number of Sessions per User

1.22
Pageviews

3,689
Pages / Session

2.61

Avg. Session Duration

00:01:46
Bounce Rate

55.07%

New Visitor Returning Visitor

11.5%

88.5%

© 2019 Google

All Users
100.00% Users
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 Analytics
Red River Valley Water Supply Project

All Web Site Data Go to report 

City Users % Users

1. (not set) 207 15.25%

2. Paris 94 6.93%

3. Bismarck 74 5.45%

4. Fargo 49 3.61%

5. Jamestown 47 3.46%

6. Chicago 41 3.02%

7. Grand Forks 29 2.14%

8. Coffeyville 27 1.99%

9. Minneapolis 26 1.92%

10. Omaha 26 1.92%

Audience Overview

Aug 1, 2018 - Jan 21, 2019

Overview

 Users

… September 2018 October 2018 November 2018 December 2018 Janua…6 13 20 10 17 8 15 22 12 19 10 17 24

200200200

400400400

Users

1,335
New Users

1,291
Sessions

1,569

Number of Sessions per User

1.18
Pageviews

4,246
Pages / Session

2.71

Avg. Session Duration

00:01:59
Bounce Rate

64.69%

New Visitor Returning Visitor

10.5%

89.5%

© 2019 Google

All Users
100.00% Users
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 Analytics
Lake Agassiz Water Authority

All Web Site Data Go to report 

City Users % Users

1. (not set) 152 20.91%

2. Paris 87 11.97%

3. Chicago 29 3.99%

4. Fargo 22 3.03%

5. Manaus 21 2.89%

6. Sainte-Therese 21 2.89%

7. Sana'a 20 2.75%

8. Santarem 18 2.48%

9. Wiesbaden 18 2.48%

10. San Jose 18 2.48%

Audience Overview

Aug 1, 2018 - Jan 21, 2019

Overview

 Users

… September 2018 October 2018 November 2018 December 2018 Janua…6 13 20 10 17 8 15 22 12 19 10 17 24

100100100

200200200

Users

719
New Users

710
Sessions

804

Number of Sessions per User

1.12
Pageviews

1,418
Pages / Session

1.76

Avg. Session Duration

00:00:58
Bounce Rate

69.15%

New Visitor Returning Visitor

95.4%

© 2019 Google

All Users
100.00% Users
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2019 WORK PLAN 
Garrison Diversion Conservancy District 

DRAFT 
 
 
 
H.  Public Relations 

1. Develop, publish and distribute 2018 Annual Report 
2. Develop and distribute RRVWSP Quarterly Newsletter 
3. Develop ND Water magazine stories (10 issues) 
4. Staff Garrison Diversion and LAWA display booths at appropriate 

conferences and events 
5. Prepare and distribute news releases regarding Garrison Diversion, 

RRVWSP and LAWA efforts 
6. Develop and update public information pieces as needed 
7. Maintain social media sites for GDCD and RRVWSP 
8. Maintain GDCD, RRVWSP and LAWA websites 
9. Plan and host 2019 Water Conference and social 
10. Host 2019 Legislative Social 
11. Implement 2019 Communications Work Plan 

 

 
 

 
 
* 2019 additions 
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December 12, 2018 
 
Kimberly Cook, Communications Director 
Garrison Diversion Conservancy District 
P.O. Box 140 
Carrington, ND 58421 
 
RE: Letter Proposal/Agreement for 2019 Garrison Diversion Conservancy District / Red River 
Valley Water Supply Project Communications 
 
Dear Ms. Cook: 
 
Garrison Diversion Conservancy District (Garrison Diversion) is headed into a busy 2019, with the legislative 
session set to determine funding for Garrison Diversion and Red River Valley Water Supply Project (RRVWSP) 
over the next biennium.  Smart legislative strategy, timely media relations, and high-impact graphic design will 
be needed to communicate Garrison Diversion’s legislative requests clearly and concisely.  Additionally, with 
construction set to begin on the RRVWSP by the middle of 2019 and the biannual Water Conference scheduled 
in October, Garrison Diversion’s communication needs go far beyond the legislative session.   
 
AE2S Communications is excited to work alongside Garrison Diversion for ongoing communication success in 
2019 by continuing the progress we’ve already made together over the past few years. Our experience with 
Garrison Diversion’s communication efforts and current practices help to make for an efficient use of our team as 
an extension of your staff. Our team will be happy to serve as an extension of staff during your time away and 
will help get you back up to speed when you return.     
 
We are pleased to offer our communications services for the year 2019. To this end, we have provided a 
summarized scope and fee attached below. 
 
Scope of Services 
 
AE2S Communications (AE2S) proposes to render communications services (Assignment) to Garrison Diversion 
Conservancy District (CLIENT) for 2019. This Agreement sets forth the terms and conditions under which the 
CLIENT and AE2S shall be governed regarding the Assignment. 
 
AE2S will perform the following Tasks: 
 

• Update and management of Strategic Communications Plan. 
• Provide public and media relations services to promote the Garrison Diversion Conservancy District and 

Red River Valley Water Supply Project. 
• Provide communications/legislative strategy/graphic design/presentation development services during 

the legislative session as well as event planning for the NRWD legislative social. 
• Management of Garrison Diversion Conservancy District and Red River Valley Water Supply Project 

social media accounts.  
• Provide general graphic design support as needed throughout 2019. 
• Plan, coordinate, and assist with execution of the October 2019 Garrison Diversion Water Conference 

and social.  
• Act as an extension of communications staff. 
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Additional Services 
 
Services resulting from significant changes in the general scope, extent, or character of the Assignment are not 
included as a part of the general Scope of Services. If authorized in writing by the CLIENT, AE2S will provide 
services beyond the scope of this Agreement on an hourly basis.   
 
 
CLIENT’S Responsibilities 
 
CLIENT shall do the following in a timely manner, so as not to delay the services of AE2S: 
 

1. Designate a person to act as CLIENT’s representative with respect to the services to be rendered 
under this Agreement. Such person shall have complete authority to transmit instructions, receive 
information, and interpret and define CLIENT’s policies and decisions with respect to services for 
the Assignment 

 
2. Provide relevant information and content regarding requirements for the Assignment. AE2S shall 

be entitled to use and rely upon all information provided by CLIENT or others in performing 
AE2S’s services under this Agreement. 

 
3. CLIENT shall, so long as AE2S is not in default, promptly pay AE2S for such professional services 

as have been performed satisfactorily hereunder in accordance with the fee schedule set forth herein. 
 

CLIENT shall bear all costs incident to compliance with its responsibilities pursuant to this section. 
 
 
Fees 
 
AE2S proposes to render professional services under this Agreement on an hourly basis not to exceed $83,557 in 
professional fees without written authorization from CLIENT. Please see a more detailed scope and fee in the 
table on the following page. 
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Standard Terms and Conditions 
 
Standard terms and conditions of this Agreement between CLIENT and AE2S are specified in Exhibit A. 
 
 
Performance Schedule 
 
A schedule for communication activities will be developed and accepted between the CLIENT and AE2S upon 
the commencement of the project.   
 
 
Contract Documents 
 
The Contract Documents consist of the following: 
 

1. This Agreement;  
2. Exhibit A – Terms and Conditions; 
3. Any duly executed amendments. 

 
There are no Contract Documents other than those listed above. 
 
 
If this Agreement sets forth your understanding of our agreement, including the scope of work desired, fees, 
terms, and conditions, please sign in the space provided below. Please retain the original for your files and return 
a scanned copy to AE2S. Thank you for the opportunity to assist in this project and we look forward to working 
with you. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
Andrea Boe 
AE2S Communications Practice Leader 
 
 
CLIENT 
 
Accepted this _____ day of __________________________, 2018 
 
 
 
By: ________________________________ 
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This is EXHIBIT A, consisting of 2 pages, referred to in and part of the Agreement 
between CLIENT and AE2S for Services dated December 12, 2018. 

 
  

 
Standard Terms and Conditions  
 
The Agreement is supplemented to include the following terms and 
conditions: 
 

  
1. SCOPE OF SERVICES 

1.1.1 AE2S will devote the required amount of time 
necessary to perform the Services for CLIENT as 
stated herein.  AE2S will have discretion in selecting 
the dates and times it performs the Services giving due 
regard to the requirements of the project and schedule 
of CLIENT. 

1.1.2 CLIENT will provide AE2S with materials and 
information necessary to perform the scope of services 
proposed. 

1.1.3 The relationship between CLIENT and AE2S created 
by this Agreement is that of independent contractor, 
and AE2S is not and shall not be deemed to be an 
employee of CLIENT for any purpose. 

 
2. INVOICES AND PAYMENTS.  AE2S will invoice 

CLIENT for time and reimbursable expenses monthly.  
Payments to AE2S will be made within 30 days of 
CLIENT’s receipt of an invoice documenting the services 
performed by AE2S.  If CLIENT fails to make any payment 
due AE2S for services and expenses within 30 days, the 
amounts due AE2S will be increased at the rate of 1.0% per 
month (or the maximum rate of interest permitted by law, if 
less) from said thirtieth day.  In addition, AE2S may, after 
giving seven days written notice to CLIENT, suspend 
services under this Agreement until AE2S has been paid in 
full all amounts due for services, expenses, and other related 
charges. 

 
3. TERMINATION 

3.1 If, for any reason, either party fails to fulfill in a timely 
and proper manner its obligations under this Agreement, or 
if either party shall violate any of the covenants, agreements, 
or stipulations of this Agreement, the first party shall 
thereupon have the right to terminate the Agreement by 
giving written notice to the other party of such termination 
and specifying the effective date thereof. This Agreement 
may be terminated by either party (“the Terminating Party”) 
upon a breach by the other party (“the Breaching Party”) of 
any representation or obligation imposed hereby, provided 
that Terminating Party has given written notice of the breach 
to the Breaching Party and such breach has not been cured 
within ten (10) days of the date of such notice.  
 
3.2 Either party may terminate this Agreement at any time 
without cause by giving at least 30 day’s notice in writing to 
the other party.  
 
3.3 If the Agreement is terminated as provided herein, 
AE2S will be paid for the time provided and expenses 
incurred up to the termination date. 

 
4. STANDARD OF CARE.  AE2S shall exercise the same 

degree of care, skill, and diligence in the performance of the 
Services as is provided by a professional of like experience, 
knowledge and resources, under similar circumstances. 
 

5.         EXCLUSION OR SPECIAL INCIDENTAL, INDIRECT, 
AND CONSEQUENTIAL DAMAGES.  To the fullest extent 
permitted by law, and notwithstanding any other provision in 
the Agreement, AE2S and AE2S’s officers, directors, partners, 
employees, agents, and Consultants, or any of them, shall not 
be liable to CLIENT or anyone claiming by, through, or under 
CLIENT for any special, incidental, indirect, or consequential 
damages whatsoever arising out of, resulting from, or in any 
way related to a Specific Project, Task Order, or this 
Agreement, from any cause or causes, including but not 
limited to any such damages caused by the negligence, 
professional errors or omissions, strict liability, breach of 
contract or warranties, express or implied, of AE2S or AE2S’s 
officers, directors, partners, employees, agents, or AE2S's 
Consultants, or any of them. 

 
6.          LIMIT OF LIABILITY.  To the fullest extent permitted by 

law, notwithstanding any other provision of this Agreement, 
the total liability, in the aggregate, of AE2S and AE2S’s 
officers, directors, partners, employees, agents, and AE2S’s 
Consultants, and any of them, to CLIENT and anyone 
claiming by, through, or under CLIENT for any and all claims, 
losses, costs, or damages whatsoever arising out of, resulting 
from or in any way related to the Project or the Agreement 
from any cause or causes, including but not limited to the 
negligence, professional errors or omissions, strict liability or 
breach of contract, or warranty express or implied of AE2S or 
AE2S’s officers, directors, partners, employees, agents, or 
AE2S’s   Consultants, or any of them, shall not exceed total 
compensation received by AE2S as part of this agreement. 

 
7. CONFIDENTIALITY.  All of reports, information, and data, 

prepared or assembled by AE2S under this Agreement are 
confidential and AE2S agrees that they shall not be made 
available to any individual or organization without the prior 
written approval of CLIENT. 

 
8. COPYRIGHT.  No printed or digitally designed documents 

produced in whole or in part under this Agreement shall be 
the subject of an application for copyright by or on behalf of 
AE2S.  

 
9. COMPLETE AGREEMENT.  This Agreement with its 

exhibit, attached, constitutes the complete agreement and 
sets forth the entire understanding and agreement of the 
parties as to the subject matter of this Agreement and 
supersedes all prior discussions and understandings in 
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respect to the subject of this Agreement, whether written or 
oral. 

 
10. MODIFICATION.  No modification, termination, or 

attempted waiver of this Agreement, or any provision 
thereof, shall be valid unless in writing and signed by the 
party against whom the same is sought to be enforced. 

 
11. BINDING EFFECT.  This Agreement shall be binding on, 

and shall inure to the benefit of the parties and their 
respective successors in interest. 

 
12. NOTICES.  All notices given under this Agreement shall be 

in writing, addressed to the parties as set forth on page 1. 

 
13. GOVERNING LAW.  This Agreement shall be governed by 

the laws of the State of North Dakota. 
14. EXECUTED IN COUNTERPARTS. This Agreement may 

be executed in counterparts, each of which together will 
constitute one and the same instrument.  Delivery of an 
executed counterpart of this Agreement shall constitute 
effective delivery of this Agreement.  Each Party agrees that 
the delivery of the Agreement by facsimile or electronic mail 
shall have the same force and effect as delivery of original 
signature and that each Party may use such facsimile or 
electronic mail signatures as evidence of the execution and 
delivery of the Agreement by the Parties to the same extent 
that an original signature could be used. 
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