
irrigation projects and work more with the State Water 
Commission,” says Kerry Beckman, Garrison Diversion’s 
O&M superintendent. “Our workforce continues to gain 
experience and develop new tasks each year.”

Garrison Diversion maintains O&M employees 
throughout four locations – Carrington, New Rockford, 
Oakes, and McClusky.  The staff includes a professional 
engineer, master electrician, certified diesel mechanic, 
painting and coating specialists, vegetative management 
specialists, and multiple heavy equipment operators. 
In addition, the majority of full-time O&M employees 
have their commercial driver’s licenses. A safety 
coordinator promotes safety procedures and implements 
a comprehensive safety program to ensure a safe work 
environment for all employees.

Garrison Diversion maintains a large fleet of equipment 
in order to complete a wide variety of jobs. The fleet 
includes bulldozers, loaders, backhoes, excavators, and 
many specialized pieces.  Multiple dump trucks and 
tractors are also included. Several water pumps are also 
on hand to complete both large and small pumping jobs. 
O&M staff performs equipment maintenance to keep the 
equipment in excellent working condition.

McClusky Canal
Last year, in addition to routine maintenance completed 

along the McClusky Canal, approximately 40,000 feet of 
erosion protection was completed near West Park Lake. 
O&M workers placed rip rap along the canal between mile 
markers 22 and 28 to reduce erosion. The six-mile stretch 
of canal was blocked to recreational use throughout the 
summer and fall.

AAnother year of work is in the books for the capable 
Operations and Maintenance (O&M) crew employed by 
the Garrison Diversion Conservancy District (Garrison 
Diversion). Rain or shine, these staff members work 
year-round to keep the Principal Supply Works of the 
Garrison Diversion Unit (GDU) facilities in good working 
condition.  

Garrison Diversion O&M staff performs maintenance 
on the existing GDU facilities through a cooperative 
agreement with the Bureau of Reclamation (Reclamation). 
The facilities include the McClusky Canal, New Rockford 
Canal, and Oakes Test Area. Additional facilities associated 
with the GDU, such as the Snake Creek Pumping Plant, 
Jamestown Reservoir, Lonetree Wildlife Management 
Area, and Arrowwood and Audubon National Wildlife 
Refuges receive Garrison Diversion’s O&M assistance 
when requested.

The O&M staff is continually working on routine 
jobs and other specialized tasks that arise throughout 
the year. This variance in projects is completed each 
year due to a specialized skill set, broad knowledge 
base, and equipment. Expertise in earth moving, canal 
maintenance, and other construction activities enables 
Garrison Diversion’s O&M staff to assist federal and state 
government agencies. Cooperative agreements between 
the North Dakota State Water Commission (SWC), 
Reclamation, North Dakota Game and Fish Department, 
and U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service benefit everybody 
involved.

“Over the past 20 years, our interests have become 
more varied. We used to focus more on the operation and 
maintenance of our own facilities; now we also maintain 
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Paintings and Coatings
Maintaining the GDU structures is important to keep 

the facilities operating smoothly. Painting and coating 
structures along the McClusky Canal and the Snake 
Creek Pumping Plant is an annual work item that protects 
structures from corrosion and failure. Last year, the O&M 

crew took on its largest coating project to date when it 
coated the inside of the Number 2 discharge pipe at the 
Snake Creek Pumping Plant. The discharge pipe runs 
from the pumping plant underneath Highway 83 into Lake 
Audubon. It is approximately 12 feet in diameter and 
around 800 feet long. The complex project took three to six 
employees nearly two months to complete.

Rock Hauling
Rock hauling is a time consuming activity for the O&M 

staff, but necessary in order to have materials on hand for 
future projects. Last year, 4,000 truckloads of field rock 
were hauled to multiple stockpile locations. The rock is 
used for various projects, but mainly for erosion control 
along the canals.

Painting and coating the inside of the #2 discharge pipe at the 
Snake Creek Pumping Plant.
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McClusky Canal 
Irrigation

Last year, two new projects came 
online within the McClusky Canal 
Irrigation Project, bringing the total 
irrigated acres to approximately 4,000 
within four projects. Garrison Diversion 
completes O&M on these irrigation 
facilities, which includes pumping 
stations and delivery pipes.

In addition to the larger projects 
completed by O&M staff, routine 
tasks must also receive some attention 
in order to keep the GDU facilities 
in working condition. Routine 
maintenance includes weed control, 
water operations, and road maintenance. 
The McClusky, New Rockford, and 
Oakes Test Area canals must also 
be maintained in order to operate 
properly. Water is delivered through the 
McClusky Canal each year to be used 
for purposes such as livestock watering, 
water for wildlife mitigation areas, 
water quality improvements, irrigation, 
recreation, and fish and wildlife. Last 
year, approximately 4,551 acre-feet 
of water was delivered through the 
McClusky Canal. 

“We had a great year for getting 
our work done, whether completing 
special projects or routine tasks,” says 
Beckman. “We have excellent staff 
members that are very capable of doing 
whatever work that’s asked of them. The 
weather cooperated when we needed it 
to in order for us to keep our work on 
track.”

Both the routine O&M work and 
the special projects completed by 
Garrison Diversion employees are vital 
parts of maintaining the GDU features. 
The purpose of these features varies 
from supplying water for irrigators to 
sustaining recreation areas and wildlife 
management locations. Though the 
functions of the GDU features vary, 
the importance of maintaining them 
remains the same.

Dan Marquart 
Honored with
Water Wheel Award

EEach year at the Annual Joint North 
Dakota Water Convention and Irrigation 
Expo, the water industry recognizes 
individuals who have put forth great effort and have dedicated 
their time and knowledge to North Dakota’s water industry. This 
year, former Nelson County Director Dan Marquart, was honored 
posthumously for his dedication to North Dakota’s water industry. 

Marquart, who lived in Lakota, was elected to the Garrison 
Diversion board in 2008. He actively served as a representative 
of Nelson County until his death last year. Marquart was always 
passionate about representing the people he served and looked 
out for their interests. 

He was a dedicated supporter of Garrison Diversion’s mission 
to provide a reliable, high quality, and affordable water supply 
to benefit the people of North Dakota. He was devoted to 
the fulfillment of the Garrison Diversion project and forward 
movement of the Red River Valley Water Supply Project.

Marquart was an active participant on Garrison Diversion’s 
Recreation Committee, where matching recreation grant funds 
are distributed to many deserving projects within the Garrison 
Diversion district. 

He was also a long-time Nelson County commissioner, 
dedicated to the interests and people he served. As a county 
commissioner, Marquart was the lead organizer in a massive 
protest against a planned East Devils Lake outlet in 2011. He 
believed the $60 million of funds for the proposed outlet could 
be put to better use, such as utilizing the natural outlet to allow 
fresh water to flow through Stump Lake to the Tolna Coulee, 
which would cost a small fraction of the outlet price.

Marquart previously owned and 
operated his own business as an 
aerial crop sprayer for 25 years, and 
most recently farmed land between 
Stump Lake and Devils Lake. 

His wife, Nancy, accepted 
the award on his behalf, and 
acknowledged how honored Dan 
would have been to receive the 
Water Wheel Award.

Former Nelson County Director Dan Marquart 
posthumously received the North Dakota 
Water Wheel Award at the 2015 Joint North 
Dakota Water Convention. Nancy Marquart 
(left) and Marni Hajicek (right) accepted the 
award on his behalf.
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