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The statewide Municipal, Rural and Industrial (MR&I) 
water supply program enables North Dakota communities 
and rural water systems to bring a clean and reliable water 
supply to residents, farms, schools, and businesses. Access to 
a sustainable supply of quality water can make or break small 
towns and family farms. As the fiscal agent for the Federal 
MR&I program, the Garrison Diversion Conservancy District 
(Garrison Diversion), along with the State Water Commission, 
helps expand MR&I water supplies in North Dakota. 
Together, they are responsible for administering the Federal 
MR&I program. The program has $400 million authorized 
in federal funding, which helps water systems deliver quality 
water to homes, businesses, and farms across North Dakota.

Garrison Diversion Supports
Municipal, Rural and Industrial Water 
Supply Initiatives Across North Dakota

MR&I
Garrison Diversion is dedicated to bringing a 

reliable, high-quality, and affordable water supply to 
all areas of North Dakota and strongly supports MR&I 
water initiatives across the state. When Congress 
enacted the Garrison Diversion Unit Reformulation 
Act of 1986, the legislation gave Garrison Diversion 
responsibility for delivering water to North Dakota 
cities, towns, rural communities, and growing industrial 
users and authorized $200 million for the MR&I 
program. An additional $200 million was authorized 
in the Dakota Water Resources Act of 2000 to help 
meet statewide water needs, and $200 million to meet 
the needs of the four Indian Reservations in North 
Dakota. This funding will help protect the health and 
environment of North Dakota’s Indian Nations.

Water systems across North Dakota depend on 
the MR&I program for funding to address current 
and future water demands on their systems. Dozens 
of municipal and rural water systems have received 
funding through the MR&I program, and more than 
$339 million has been expended to date.  

Seventeen water supply projects across North Dakota 
were awarded nearly $23 million in federal funding 
for MR&I projects in 2016 and 2017 fiscal years. The 
recipients are listed below.

• The city of Gladstone was awarded $735,000 
for the construction of a 250,000-gallon water 
storage tank and installation of 2,800 feet of 
water main to address current and future demands 
of the water system.

• The city of Makoti was awarded $1.05 million 
to expand the water storage system, including 
construction of a new 200,000-gallon water tower 
and 3,000 feet of water main, which will address 
current and future demands of the water system.

Photo courtesy of Will Kincaid
North Dakota WATER     April 2018 25



Feature  |  GDCD News

• The city of Glenburn was awarded $525,000 for the installation 
of a water main and an additional $712,500 to construct a 

100,000-gallon water tower to address current and future 
system demands.

•   The city of Mohall was awarded $670,000 
to construct a 225,000-gallon water tower to 

address current and future system demands. 
Mohall serves nearly 800 people.

•   The city of Sherwood was awarded 
$456,000 to loop 5,000 feet of water 
main to address water quality and to 
provide service to unserved properties 
in the system.

•   The city of Burlington was 
awarded $600,000 to construct a 
300,000-gallon water tower and a

new water main to address current     
and future demands of the system. 

Burlington serves 1,969 people with the 
water supply from the Northwest Area 

Water Supply project.

•   The Cass Rural Water Users District 
was awarded $2.37 million to install 25 miles of 

distribution pipeline to serve the Leonard service area 
including 35 rural water users and 60 individual service 

connections to address water quality issues with arsenic.

•   The city of Carrington received $1.9 million to construct a new 
elevated water storage tank and install a new high-service pump 
building to address current and future system demands. Carrington 
services 2,075 people, service areas of Stutsman Rural Water 
District, and service areas of Greater Ramsey Water District.

• The city of Casselton was awarded more than $1.2 million to 
construct a 500,000-gallon water tower to address current and 
future demands of the system. Casselton serves 2,491 people and 
purchases water from Cass Rural Water Users District.

• The city of Kindred was awarded $735,000 to construct a new 
150,000-gallon water storage tank to address current and future 
demands of the system. Kindred’s service area includes 722

 people, and the water supply comes from the Cass Rural Water 
Users District. 

• The city of New England received almost $1.6 million to 
construct a new 200,000-gallon water storage tank and install a new 
water main to address current and future system demands. New 
England serves 632 people, and their water supply comes from the 
Southwest Pipeline Project.

26 North Dakota WATER     April 2018



• The city of Rugby received $458,000 to make 
improvements to the water treatment plant, which 
will increase efficiency of the booster pump station, 
lime-handling system, and electric upgrades. Rugby 
serves 2,900 people and the All Seasons Water  
Users District. 

• The city of Wahpeton was awarded $960,000 
for water treatment plant improvements, including 
increased efficiency and capacity in the lime-
handling system and electric upgrades. Wahpeton 
serves 7,853 people and is supplied by ground   
water wells.

• The city of Westhope received $255,000 to  
install a new water main to address current and 
future demands of the system. The city serves 427 
people and receives its water supply from ground 
water wells.

• The Northeast Regional Water District was 
awarded $6 million for system expansions, which 
includes 200 miles of pipeline to construct a water 
distribution system to provide water service to 175 
rural water users in western Cavalier County.

• Southwest Pipeline Project received $3 million 
to construct the Dickinson Water Treatment Plant.

Garrison Diversion works closely with the State Water 
Commission, ND Department of Health, ND Rural Water 
Systems Association and League of Cities to ensure a 
strong MR&I program is in place.

Helping provide water supplies for all of North Dakota 
has benefited numerous communities and has positively 
impacted their economies. With help from the MR&I 
program, many water supply projects have taken off in 
rural North Dakota, allowing rural residents to remain 
on their farms and ranches. Many small communities 
suffering from water quality problems have also benefited 
from the MR&I program, because they have been able to 
connect to a rural water system, which provided them with 
a clean, reliable source of water and improved the quality 
of life.

“Through the millions of dollars provided by the MR&I 
water supply program, thousands of North Dakotans are 
benefited by a sufficient supply of quality water,” says 
Garrison Diversion General Manager Duane DeKrey. “The 
benefit of the accessibility to adequate water supplies is 
immeasurable to the people of North Dakota.”

Red River Valley 
Water Supply Project

Logo
Unveiled

The Red River Valley Water Supply 
Project (RRVWSP) now has an official 
project logo. The water droplet and 
pipeline imagery represents the water 
that will be delivered via underground 
pipes. The colors grey, blue, and green 
represent infrastructure, drought relief, 
and industrial development. The Garrison 
Diversion Conservancy District and Lake 
Agassiz Water Authority Boards recently 
adopted the logo.  

“Due to the high profile nature 
of this project and the number of 
people who will benefit from it, we 
felt it deserved its own logo. The logo 
can currently be seen on our social 
media channels, presentations and 
informational handouts. In the future, 
it will also be used on construction 
signage. Construction is expected to 
begin next year and wrap up in 2027,” 
says Kimberly Cook, Garrison Diversion 
communications director.
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