
By Kimberly Cook

 The Garrison Diversion Conservancy District (Garrison Diversion) board of directors consists of an elected official 
from each member county of the 28-member district. Directors are elected to serve their county for a four-year term.
   The full board meets quarterly, with additional committees meeting at various points throughout each year.
   A large variety of interests and backgrounds provide a diverse group of individuals, but collectively, they all have the 
same purpose in mind. The members work to fulfill Garrison Diversion’s mission to provide a reliable, high quality and 
affordable water supply to benefit the people of North Dakota.
   As we continue profiling the directors who comprise the board, we introduce to you Norman Haak, Dickey County, 
and Bill Ongstad, Wells County. 

Getting to Know
Garrison Diversion Directors
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BILL ONGSTAD, WELLS COUNTY
Bill Ongstad, 

Harvey, was appointed 
as Garrison Diversion’s 
Wells County director 
in 2008, and serves on 
both the Missouri River 
and Public Relations 
Committees. He farms 
near Harvey, raising 
certified spring wheat 
seed, pinto bean seed 
and soybean seed, as 
well as some corn. 

Bill has been a highly involved citizen over the 
years, belonging to many organizations. Still in his 
60s, he’s a former president and current member of 
the U.S. Durum Growers and serves on the board of 
directors of Farm Credit Services of North Dakota in 
addition to the Garrison Diversion board. He is past 
president of the ND Farm Credit Council, served on 
the Wells County Better Seed and Grain Association, 
sits on the advisory committee for the Wells County 
Mentoring Partnership and the Lake Region College 
Precision Ag Program. He was also a state FFA officer 
in high school and is currently an active FFA and 
4-H alumni. Bill also served 12 years on the Harvey 
School Board and was Fram Township treasurer.   

Bill’s wish is that everyone could understand 
Garrison Diversion is for the benefit of all North 
Dakotans to receive high-quality water from the 
Missouri River, which is North Dakota’s most reliable 
source of water. 

“The fact that we are utilizing the McClusky 
Canal for irrigation of about 7,500 acres really makes 
me proud. This is the first beneficial use of Garrison 
Diversion facilities that are authorized to irrigate 
about 75,000 acres,” says Bill. “We have a long way 
to go to utilize Missouri River water granted to North 
Dakota in exchange for flooding 500,000 acres of 
river bottomland behind Garrison Dam, but it’s a 
start,” Bill says.

Bill is a very social man and considers one of 
his hobbies as talking with people. He also loves 
attending North Dakota State University Bison 
football games. Bill and his wife Anne have five 
children and six grandchildren.

NORM HAAK , DICKEY COUNTY
Norman Haak grew up in South 

Dakota and farmed near Luverne, Minn., 
until 1972, at which time he and his wife, 
Arlene, moved to a farm near Oakes. They 
milked cows and won several Quality Milk 
Producers Awards,t and in 1994, they won 
the Master Milk Producer Award. 

At this point, Norm said he felt like 
they had received the gold medal, so the 
milk cows could go. The couple got into 
beef cows and raising onions, as well as 
ran a pumpkin patch for 13 seasons.

Norm was elected to serve as Dickey 
County’s representative on the Garrison Diversion board of directors 
in 1987, and also served as chairman of the board from 1997-2000. 
Currently, Norm is a member of the Agriculture and Natural Resources 
Committee.  

During his time with the district, Norm has devoted a great deal of 
time and energy as a water leader and spent countless hours attending 
meetings and hearings on behalf of Garrison Diversion and the state of 
North Dakota. He was an advocate for the Dakota Water Resources Act, 
testifying in Washington, D.C., on behalf of Garrison Diversion in 1998.

In addition to the Garrison Diversion board, multiple other water 
organizations have benefitted from Norm’s participation throughout the 
years including the ND Water Users Association, ND Water Education 
Foundation, ND Water Resource Districts Association, Dickey County 
Water Resource District, Upper Missouri Water Association, and the 
Family Farm Alliance.

Norm has also been a long-time advocate for irrigation development 
and spent nearly 20 years on the ND Irrigation Association board. Norm 
sees the potential irrigation and value-added agriculture have in the state 
and dedicates time to pursue development and policy on these issues. 

He has been recognized in the past with the Soil Conservation Award 
from the James River Conservation District, Commodore in the North 
Dakota Mythical Navy from the ND Water Users Association, and 
Quality Environment Award from the Upper Missouri Water Association, 
to name a few.

“I have always considered farming and serving on the Garrison 
Diversion board an opportunity, not a job!” says Norm.

This Navy Veteran has been fully devoted to the water world, given 
immense time and energy to serve many organizations, and remains 
active in his local community, church and Gideon’s International. Sharing 
bibles and serving on several boards bring Norm great pleasure.

Norm and Arlene have four children, nine grandchildren and seven 
great-grandchildren. Four years ago, Norm and Arlene built a new home 
a half-mile from the family farm, but he still enjoys helping his boys with 
farm projects and is a sale rep for Gowan Seed Co. 
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Garrison Diversion Awards
$483,471 to Recreation Projects

Across the state, new recreation opportunities are under construction and many existing areas will receive a facelift with 
support from the Garrison Diversion Conservancy District (Garrison Diversion). Since 1990, Garrison Diversion has facilitated 
a Matching Recreation Grant Program, funding recreation projects throughout the 28 member counties. This spring, Garrison 
Diversion’s Recreation Committee distributed the largest award to date, as $483,471 was awarded to 18 projects. A wide variety 
of projects received funding this spring, including playgrounds, trail systems, bathroom facilities, picnic shelters, and much 
more. Approximately $5.0 million has been awarded to projects within the state since the start of the program.

Garrison Diversion dedicates two-tenths of its one-mill levy to the matching recreation grant program, and the Recreation 
Committee meets every spring and fall to consider applications. The next deadline for recreation grant applications is Sept. 1.  
Program guidelines and project applications can be found at www.garrisondiversion.org/recreation or by contacting Merri 
Mooridian at 701-652-3194 for more information.

Congratulations to the new projects receiving funding! Thank you for your efforts to enhance North Dakota’s recreation 
opportunities.
SPRING 2020 PROJECT RECIPIENTS

Bottineau County – Antler Memorial Park Playground
Burleigh County – Sertoma Shelter 4 Playground; Steckel Boat Landing Picnic Shelter
Cass County – Meadowlark Park in Horace; RRV Fair Campground
Grand Forks County – Larimore Dam Picnic Shelter
LaMoure County – Memorial Park Pedestals; Sunset Park Revitalization
McKenzie County – McKenzie County Athletic Park
McLean County – Underwood Walking/Bike Path
Nelson County – Pekin Park Playground
Sargent County – Silver Lake Bathhouse
Stutsman County – James River Water Trail
Traill County – City of Hillsboro Riverwalk Park & Trail System; Willowood Campground Bathroom 
Ward County – ND State Fair West Park; Rice Lake Pavilion
Williams County – River Confluence Beautification 
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