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GARRISON DIVERSION CONSERVANCY DISTRICT 

MR&I COMMITTEE 

Garrison Diversion Conservancy District 
Carrington, North Dakota 

October 6, 2022 

A meeting of the Garrison Diversion Conservancy District Municipal, Rural & Industrial (MR&I) 
Committee was held on October 6, 2022, at the Garrison Diversion Conservancy District in 
Carrington, ND. The meeting was called to order by Chairperson Kaiser at 12:30 p.m.  

MEMBERS PRESENT 

Board Chairman Alan Walter 
Committee Chairperson Geneva Kaiser 
Director Larry Kassian 
Director Nancy Marquart 
Director Kenny Rogers 
Secretary Merri Mooridian 

MEMBERS ABSENT 

Director Kyle Blanchfield 

OTHERS PRESENT 

Staff members and others were present. A copy of the registration sheet is attached to these 
minutes as Annex I.  

The meeting was recorded to assist with compilation of the minutes. 

READING OF THE MINUTES  

Motion by Director Walter to dispense with the reading of the August 15, 2022, MR&I 
Committee minutes and approve them as distributed. Second by Director Marquart.  
Upon voice vote, motion carried. 

WATER SUPPLY ASSISTANCE GRANT PROGRAM (WSAGP) APPLICATIONS 

Geneva Kaiser, Chairperson, stated there are two WSAGP applications to consider today. 
One is an emergency application, and the other is questionable regarding the application 
criteria.  
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Rural Water Requests 
 
Central Plains Water District  
 
Jeremy Schmaltz is requesting emergency assistance in the amount of $10,000 through 
Central Plains Water District for a rural water hookup at his residence near Fessenden. The 
total estimated project cost is $52,077. A copy of the grant application is attached to these 
minutes as Annex II.   
 
Mr. Schmaltz is currently hauling water for a family of six. He has attempted to drill a well on 
the property but was unable to tap any water. His pasture area has also gone dry.  
 
Chairperson Kaiser commented when a well goes dry, it is considered an emergency under 
the rural water system that she manages. With winter approaching, she feels an exception 
could be made since this application was not submitted before the fall deadline.  
 
Motion by Director Rogers to approve up to 50 percent of the local, non-federal share 
of the eligible costs not to exceed $10,000 to Central Plains Water District for 
installation of 7,800 feet of pipeline to a residential home for Jeremy Schmaltz located 
in Eddy County. Upon roll call vote, the following directors voted aye: Kaiser, Kassian, 
Marquart, Rogers and Walter. Those voting nay: none. Absent and not voting: 
Blanchfield. Motion carried.  
 
McLean-Sheridan Rural Water District 
 
Melodie Wannemacher is requesting $5,259 through McLean-Sheridan Rural Water District 
for a rural water hookup at her residence in McLean County. The total estimated project cost 
is $13,018. A copy of the grant application is attached to these minutes as Annex III. 
 
Chairperson Kaiser said there appears to have been a misunderstanding or 
miscommunication between the applicant and the rural water system manager, and the 
application did not get submitted to Garrison Diversion. The applicant went ahead and had 
the rural water hookup completed, and the application arrived after the deadline.   
 
Chairperson Kaiser stated it is an eligible project, but the deadline was missed. She 
questioned whether the committee would be like to make an exception.  
 
 
The committee also discussed whether the application guidelines indicate project construction 
cannot be completed prior to committee approval.  
 
Jay Anderson, Vice Chairman, Garrison Diversion, conveyed the overall perspective of  
developing the Water Supply Assistance Grant Program was to portray a good image of 
Garrison Diversion and be the good Samaritan.  
 
Motion by Director Rogers to approve up to 50 percent of the local, non-federal share 
of the eligible costs not to exceed $5,259 to McLean-Sheridan Rural Water District for 
a rural water hookup at the residence of Melodie Wannemacher located in McLean 
County. Second by Director Kassian. Upon roll call vote, the following directors voted 
aye: Kaiser, Kassian, Marquart, Rogers and Walter. Those voting nay: none. Absent 
and not voting: Blanchfield. Motion carried.  
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The committee members went on to discuss who is responsible for signing and submitting the 
grant applications as well as whether or not to fund projects that have started or finished 
construction prior to committee approval.   

Merri Mooridian, Secretary, suggested the committee review and discuss possible changes 
to the program policies and guidelines at its next meeting. In particular, the eligibility issue 
regarding completed projects.  

FEDERAL MR&I PROGRAM  

Cooperative Agreement Update 

Ms. Mooridian reported the modification to the current five-year MR&I Cooperative Agreement 
has been signed, and the $18.4 million in Fiscal Year 2022 funding has been received. She 
added the 2022 Bipartisan Infrastructure Law (BIL) funding of $33.5 million still needs to be 
obligated and a new MR&I Cooperative Agreement developed. It is Reclamation’s goal for the 
year to get this completed.  

OTHER BUSINESS 

There being no further business to come before the committee, Chairperson Kaiser adjourned 
the meeting at 12:58 p.m.  

(SEAL) 

Geneva Kaiser, Chairperson Merri Mooridian, Secretary 
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